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ARTICLE Xv. 
A Continuation of Mr. Chubb’s Treatife, en- 


a titled, The true Goel of Jesus Can }aT 
Afferted. 





| ean or noha tend to weaken 
the perftiafive Influence of the Gofpel. 
They are mentioned inthe 148th and following Page 
of out preceding Number. In Page 150 I pro- 
mifed the Reader an Extract or two, from what he 
has faid concerning the firft, the fecond, and the ! 
fixth of them ; on which he defcants with a peculiar Bi 
" Energy. Having difcharged that Engagement with ) 
f. relation to the firft and fecond, I now proceed to 
the fixth; in the Handling of which he has been as 
liberal as need be in the Expreffions of his Refpect 
ahd Good-will towards the CLercy. 
: ‘© The Introduction of Property and Power, fays 
_ “« he, into Chriftian Societies has introduced with it a 
mY M ‘© Miniftry 











158 The Works of theLerarnep. Art. 15. 





«. Miniftry among Chriftians, which has been in a 
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great meafure u/ele/s.— When Wealth and Dig- 
nity were confidered as due to the facred Function, 
Men affumed it, not to purfue the great End 
which Chrift came into the World to profecute, 
but for their own temporal Emolusient.— The 
Enlarging the Revenues of the Church not only 
introduced a ufele/s, but alfo a fuperfluous Clergy, 
or a Set of Clergymen, who with refpect to their 
Offices in Chriftian Societies have anfwer’d very 
little or no good Purpofe to the Gofpel of Chritt, 
or the Souls of Men, whatever plaufible Pretences 
may have been made in their Favour. Thefe 
fuperfluous Clergymen have been dignified and 
diftinguifhed by pompous Titles and Veftments, 
which have ferved to introduce a groundlefs Ve- 
neration and Refpect to their Perfons, whilft their 
principal Bufinefs has been to poffefs great Re- 
venues, to live in Pomp and Grandeur, affuming 
and exercifing Dominion over their Brethren, 
whom they have endeavoured to keep under the 
Power of Ignorance and Superftition, as it has 
been the Ground and Foundation of their Wealth 
and Sovereignty ; whofe Power has been employ’d 
to the very Hurt and Damage of Chriftian People, 
and has been highly injurious to the Gofpel of 
Chrift.—As the Power and Wealth of the Clergy 
inereafed, fo their Thirft after more increafed with 
it; and this introduced Plurality of Benefices. — 
And this again introduced that moft unfair Practice 
of Non-refidence, which very much prevails at 
this Day: A Practice the more unreafonable, as 
a Man not only takes the Care and Charge of the 
Souls of a Chriftian Society upon him, in order 
to do his beft towards fecuring to them their future 
Happinefs ; but alfo receives a handfome Gratuity 
on that Account ; and yet notwithftanding he puts 
it Off to another, to whom he pays a much lefs 
Reward than what he receives himfelf, and takes 
no further. Thought or Care about them, but 
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whether they /ink or /wim, be faved or damned, 
he mattereth not.—Yea, fuch is the Behaviour of 
fome Clergymen towards their People, that they 
do not come near them from Sunday to Sunday, 
and then it is only haftily to read over the Church 
Service, with a fhort Leffon of Inftruétion; and 
when that is done, the Horfe ftands ready at the 
Hatch, and carries him off, and the People are 
left in the Wildernefs of the World, like Sheep 
without a Shepherd. And tho’ this is not always, 
yet it is too often the Cafe, even among us, in a 
Proteftant Country, and in a réformed Church 3 
a Church, which (if fore of our Clergy do not: 
tell God Almighty iale Tales in their Prayers) is 
the deft, the mioft reformed, the pureft, the moft 
primitive and apoftolical of any Church in the 
World.” To all this he fays he may add, 

«© That the invefting the Cléetgy with Wealth 
and Power has introduced likewife an injurious 
Clergy, or a Miniftry which were direétly and im- 
mediately highly injurious to the Gofpel of Chrift, 
and to the Souls of Men. The numberlefs Evils 
and Mifchiefs, and the Miferies which have been 
brought upon Multitudes of our Species by their 
Means, by their wicked, perfidious, and barba- 
rous Practices, and by their Procurement, are not 
the Things here intended; but their Introducing, 
in order to advance their own Wealth and Power, 
fuch Doétrines and fuch a Multitude of: /uper/ti« 
tious Praétices as took away the perfuafive Influ- 
ence of the Gofpel, and rendered it of none Ef- 
feét.” The Particulars here refleéted on are, 


The Claims of a Power to difpenfe with Mens 
Duty, to indulge them in their Vices, and to par- 
don their Sins. By means of which, he fays, «* The 


€¢ 


&¢ 


e 
ey 


«6 


Clergy not only robbed the People of their Tem- 
porals to inrich themfelves, but alfo fadly mifled 
them with regard to things Spirttual, to the ma- 
nifeft Injury of the Gofpel, and to the apparent 
Hazard of their Souls. 
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Thus having gone through what he propofed 
and having fhewn what was the great End of our 
Lord’s Coming: into the World, and of what he 
did, and fuffered, in it, from it, and for it; and 
having likewife fhewn what were the Means Chrift 
made ufe of in order to obtain the End propofed 
and that thefe Means are excellently /vited to anfwer 
that Purpofe ; and having alfo fhewn what were, 
and afe fome of the principal Ways by which that 
End has been difappointed ; to conclude the Whole, 
he now begs Leave, in the feventeenth Section, to 
recommend to his Reader the ferious Confideration 
of a future Judgment and Retribution.—- And that 
we may have a well-grounded Perfuafien thereof, he 
propofes to lay: before us the Principles on which the 
Certainty of it is founded, wiz. Firft, That there is 
a Deity or governing Mind, who, as he made all 
Things exclufive of himfelf, fo he infpeéts or takes 
Cognizance of the Actions of his Creatures. Second- 
ly, That there ts a natural and an effential Difference 
in Things, and that one Thing or Aétion is prefer- 
able to another in Nature. Thirdly, The effential 
Difference in Things, and the Preferablenefs of one 
Thing or Action to another tn Nature, is the Ground 
of the Divine Conduét, and the Reafon why God 
Chufes to aét one Way rather than another. Fourtb- 
dy, As God is prefent to, and in, and with all Things, 
and as he has no wrong or vitiated Affeétions fromy 
within, nor any inticing Temptations from without, | 
to miflead him, either in point of ‘Judgment or Prac- 
tice ; fo from hence it becomes certain, that he can- 
not err in point of Judgment, and that he will not 
in point of Practice, Thefe are the Principles upon 
which the mora/ Certainty of a future Judgment is 
founded. 

Mr. Chubb does not here take upon him to prove 
thefe feveral Principles, but only to fhew how the 
Certainty of a future Judgment does naturally refule 
from them. ‘* Man is a Creature who is quali- 
‘s fied to difcern the effential Difference of Things, 
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tho’ in complex Cafes he is liable to miftake. 
He is likewife a free Being who has Power put 
into his Hand, tho’ fome more, fome lefs, which 
renders him capable of contributing to the Good 
or Hurt of many of his Fellow Creatures, of be- 
ing a Blefing or a Cur/fe to the intelligent World. 
And as Man is a Being thus conftituted, fo when 
he leaves this Stage of Action, then, it is highly 
fit and reafonable, it is perfectly juft and equal, 
that the Maker and Governor of the Univerfe 
fhould call him to an Account for his Behaviour, 
and fhould fhew his Favour or his Difpleafure to 
‘* him, according as the Merit or Demerit of his 
*s Actions fhal] render him worthy of either. And 
‘’ as God will always act agreeably to that 
Reafon of Action, which refults from the effen- 
‘< tia] Difference of Things, and as there is an evi- 
*< dent Reafon for a future Judgment, refulting from 
ss that Ditference; fo from hence it will unavoid- 
** ably follow, that God will moft certainly judge 
*© the World.”  Thefe, Mr. Chubd fays, are 
the Grounds, and the only Grounds, upon which 
the Certainty of a future Judgment is founded; and 
he challenges all who think otherwife to fhew the 
contrary. 

It is pretended, fe knows, that Men can have no 
Certainty of a future Judgment but from Revelas 
tion. This is a moft difgufttul Propofition ; and he 
craves Leave to afk, what Certainty Revelation af- 
fords in the prefent Cafe; And the Anfwer, he pre- 
fumes, will be, that God has declared therein that 
he will judge the World. This leads him to in- 
quire, what Certainty Men have, that God will 
act agreeably to fuch a Declaration? His Reply to 
this is longer than many would think it need to be: 
And indeed it muft be owned, with all the Vatue 
we may have for Mr. Chubb’s uncommon Abilities, 
and notwithftanding the great Encomiums beftowed 
upon him by the Deifts, as a Prodigy of Genius, 
and the Terror of our Clergy, a Man muft have a 
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great deal of Patience with him as a Writer, and 
may demand a good deal of Conviction in /iex 
of the Labour of feeking it amongft fuch a Heap 
of Tautology as never fails to incumber it. But 
to exhibit his Solution with all the Brevity we can, 
he fays, *¢ The common, and indeed the only An- 
¢¢ fwer here is, That God is a God of Truth, who 
«* cannot, that is to fay, who will not lie nor de- 
“¢ ceive.” But then the Queftion will return, what 
Certainty have we that God will not lie nor de- 
ceive? And here he thinks the Anfwer will be, 


' © Either, that Lying and Deceiving is wrong and un- 


‘¢ fit in the general, or elfe chat it is fo in the pre- 
«¢ fent Cafe, and that this affords a proper Ground 
«© of Certainty, either that God will not lie nor de- 
“© ceive in any Cafe, or elfe that he will not do r 
at leaft in the Cafe before us; and from hence it 
will follow, that God will moft certainly judge 
the World, feeing he has declared that he will 
‘<< do it.” This is a true and fufficient Anfwer; 
but to make it the more fatisfactory, Mr. Chubb, as 
it were, takes it to pieces, and then puts it together 
again; his Defign in all which is to make it ap- 
pear, ** that his Evidences of a future Judgment 
«< are preferable to God’s Declarations of the Certain- 
** ty of that Event; which would be but a weak 
«¢ Foundation of our Faith concerning it, if they 
‘¢ were not bottomed upon his Principles. 
I have now done with our Author’s true Go/pel : 
I hope no one will be offended with the Afcription 
of it to him; for tho’ I believe he: will not take the 
pains, for its Propagation, that the blefied Jefus did in 
the Promulgation of his ; tho’ lam perfuaded he will 
not lay down his Life in its Defence, and cannot, 
I am fure, take it up again for its Confirmation ; 
yet feeing he has been at the pains of framing it, 
and now publifhes it from a difinterefted Motive of 
Concern for the Souls of his benighted Brethren ; and 
fince, tho’ it has fomething in common therewith, 
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it effentially differs from our Saviour’s ; he has cer- 
tainly the beft Title to it of any body. 

It remains that I give the Reader an Idea of our 
Author’s Differtation on PRovipENCE, 

The Chriftian World has for many Centuries 
been under ftrange Delufions with regard to the 
Terms of Men’s Acceptance with God, and God?’s 
Providential Concern in the Affairs of Men. The 
Notions that have been generally entertained upon 
thefe Heads are proper, it feems, only to flatter hu- 
man Nature, having no Foundation in the Rea- 
fon and Fitnefs of Things; and ought therefore by 
all Means to be expofed and rejeéted. Thofe of 
the firft Sort are fufficiently detected and overthrown 
in the preceding Treatife ; thofe of the latter un- 
| dergo the fame Fate in this: Mr. Chubb being de- 
. termined that Mankind fhall no longer be cheated 
[ in Matters of fuch Importance. 

Providence is ufually diftinguifhed into general 
and particular. By the former our Author under- 
{tands, firft, That God, at the Creation, put the 
natural World under certain Laws; and that ever 
fince he has caufed it to be paffively fubject to thofe 





Laws; by which means he has made a conftant 
f Provifion for the animal Part of the Creation ; which 
kind Provifion gives it the Name of Providence. 
Secondly, God, at the Creation, called into Being 
various Species of Animals to inhabit this Globe, 
and placed in them Appetites, and Pajfons, and fuch 
a Degree of Intelligence as was fuitable to their State, 
and fufficient to anfwer the Purpofes of Life to 
them; which Appetites, Paffions, and Degree of 
Intelligence peculiar to each particular Animal, con- 
} fidered fimply as an Animal, was intended to be 
4 both the Spring and Principle, and the Rule and 
Meafure of Aétion to it; and as fuch may be faid 
to have been the Law of its Being. God has alfo, 
ever fince the Creation, continued the various Species 
of Animals by a conftant and proper Production, 
with the fame Appetites, Paffions, and Degrees of 
2 Intelligence 
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Intelligence in general as were originally given to 
each Species. Thirdly, God, at the Creation, made 
Man, and made him the principal Inhabitant of 
this Globe, by placing in him, befides the Attributes 
he had in common with the reft of the animal 
World, the Affeétion of Benevolence, to difpofe him 
to purfue the Good of his Fellow Creatures; and 
likewife’ by endowing him with fuch a fuperior 
Principle of Intelligence as conftituted him a moral 
Agent; that is, ‘* Man was originally endowed 
<< with fuch a Degree of Intelligence, as, when pro- 
‘* perly applied, render’d him capable of difcern- 
‘< ing the natural and effential Difference of Things, 
«¢ and the Rule of Aétion that refults from that Dif- 
ference, which Rule, he, as a moral Agent, ought 
in Reafon to have governed his Behaviour by ; 
and as fuch it was to him the Law of his Be- 
ing, God having put it into his Power, and left 
it to his Choice, whether he would act agreeably. 
<¢ with, or contrary to this Law; and this confti- 
<¢ tuted him an accountable Creature.’*— And as 
Man was thus originally conftituted, fo God by his 
general Providence has continued the Species, and 
continued to them in general the fame Capacities and 
Endowments ; by which means the general and pri- 
mary End of the Creation has been conftantly pur- 
fued by the Creator, ever fince he called this World 
into Being ; and it has likewife been virtuoufly pur- 
fued by fome of our Species, and vicioufly oppofed 
by others, as it hath been all along lefc to their 
Choice to do one or the other; whereby they have, 
by the Law of their Being, been render’d account- 
able Creatures, and the proper Objects of Reward or. 
Punifhment in Futurity. } | 

This is Mr. Cbhubb’s Scheme of general Provi- 
dence, wherein God is feen acting the Part of, and 
fully thewing himfelf to be, the moft fkilful Pro- 
jector, and the beft Executor of the beft and moft 
noble of all Defigns, viz. a common and moft exten- 
five Good; by introducing fuch a Conftitution of 
ae, ‘Things 
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Things as has anfwered the Intention in all its Parts, 
thro’ all Generations.— It is true, as he fays, chat 
the vitiated Affections of Men have given Occafion 
for a Multitude of Evils both natural and moral to 
have taken place in the World; but then it muft 
have been fuppofed from the Beginning that this 
would, or at leaft might be the Cafe, in Confequence 
of Man’s being a free Creature, and having it in his 
Option either honeftly to ufe, or wickedly abufe the 
Power he was intrufted with. It is alfo true, as 
he adds, that in the Courfe of God’s general Provi- 
dence abundance of natural Evils have taken place, 
as by Shipwrecks, Inundations, and the like; but 
then it muft likewife have been fuppofed from the 
Beginning that thofe Evils would, or at leaft might 
take place, as they would, or might neceffarily fol- 
low from the natural World’s being conftantly and 
uniformly fubjected to the Laws by which the Ends 
of God’s general Providence were intended to be 
perpetually carried on. 

By a particular Providence, Mr. Chubb thinks, is 
meant, a particular and fpecial Interpofition of the 
Deity in the Production or Prevention of fuch Ef- 
fects upan this Globe, as are above or befide the ordi- 
‘nary Courfe of Nature ; and which therefore could not 
have been produced nor prevented by Nature’s ‘ftrict 
Adherence to thofe Laws. This fome fuppofe to be 
done upon extraordinary Occafions only, and to anfwer 
great and good Ends: As thus, fuppofe a Comet in 
itsReturn from the Sun were to crofs the Atmofphere 
of the Earth, and God, by an immediate Interpofi- 
tion of his Power, fhould turn it out of its naturdl 
Courfe to prevent the terrible Deftruétion that other- 
wife would be the oo of it. Others imagine 
God interpofes very frequently and almoft perpetual- 
ly in the "Aairs of os World: Weta a. 
Man cannot efcape any Danger, efpecially if it be 
confiderable, nor partake of any confiderable Good, 
without the immediate and fpecial Interpofition of 
the Deity. Neither can a Boy carelefsly clit the 
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Hair of his Head, which clitting will occafion the 
pulling fome off in the Combing, nor wantonly kill 
a Sparrow, without the immediate and fpecial In- 
terpofition of God to lead him to thofe Actions. 

It is this latter Kind of a particular Providence 
only that admits of a Difpute with our Author: 
That God fhould almoft perpetually be immediate- 


ly interpofing as aforefaid, is a Suppofition very . 


unlikely in itfelf, void of Proof, and grounded only 
on mere Prefumption. He has already obferved, 
he fays, that God in the Courfe of his Providence 
makes an ample Provifion for the Inhabitants of 
this Globe, and by his continuing to govern the 
feveral Parts of the World by thofe fettled Laws 
that he firft gave them, he continues to purfue the 
primary and general End of Creation, viz, a com- 
mon and moft extenfive Good. He has alfo ob- 
ferved that the original Conftitution of Things has 


anfwered the Creator’s Intention in all its Parts. 


through all Generations, excepting in fuch Inftances 


of which it muft have been fuppofed from the Be- © 


ginning that ic would or might be otherwile ; and 
confequently this Conftitution of Things has not 
ftood in need of fuch perpetual Patching and Mend- 
ing as the Scheme of a particular Providence, fuch 
as is now under Confideration, fuppofes. This No- 
tion of it Mr. Chubb will haye to be extremely de- 
rogatory from the Wifdom, Power, and Benevo- 
lence of the Deity, It implies great Imperfection 
in the original Conftitution of Things, feeing it re- 
quires the conftant and fpecial Attendance of God 
to new regulate and amend it ever fince.— But then, 
as he before remark’d, this is all grounded on mere 
Prefumption, and is void of Proof. For as to thofe 
Fa¢ts that are confidered as eminent Inftances of 
God’s immediate and fpecial Interpofition, and are 
the Foundation of this Doétrine, they fhew no fuch 
Thing. <«* Thus if a Man was to pafs by an 
“¢ Houfe that by a natural Decay was ready to 


‘¢ drop, and that Houfe. was, to fall immediately | 
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‘¢ after he had paffed by it, his efcaping that Dan- 
«¢ ger would be confidered as a plain Inftance of 
the fpecial Providence of God; whereas, all 
Things confidered, nothing lefs than a Miracle in 
controuling the Laws of Nature, either by haften- 
ing the Fall of the Houfe, or fome other Way, 
could have brought that Evil upon him. Again, 
tho’? the Wind at fome time, and in fome Parts 
of the World, does frequently and fuddenly fhift 
and change its Quarter; yet if any great Good 
or Evil is immediately introduced thereby, this 
is confidered both as an eminent and an obvious 
Inftance of the particular and fpecial Providence 
of God. Thus, at the Revolution in 1688, the 
Dutch Fleet, that brought over the Prince of 
Orange, was, by the fhifting and changing of the 
Wind, happily preferved from the Danger it was 
in, by reafon of the Englifh Fleet that was then 
in purfuit of it; and this Event has been re- 
«© garded as an eminent and evident Inftance of the 
{fpecial Providence of God ; without any juft and 
folid Ground to build fuch a Conceit on. For 
if it fhould be fuppofed that the Engh/b Nation 
was then more precious in the Sight of God than 
others; or that God had more Concern for the 
Prefervation of Proteftantifm here than elfewhere; 
it would be hard, Mr. Chubb fays, to find any 
the leaft Ground for fuch Prefumptions ; efpe- 
cially if it be confidered that the Event referred 
«¢ to might have been brought about in the Courfe 
‘¢ of God’s general Providence. 

As the Faéts that are ufually referred to in the 
prefent Cafe do not, in Mr. Chubb’s Opinion, prove 
in the leaft what they are brought to vouch for; fo 
much lefs, he fays, is the Point proved by any thing 
which our Lord Jefus Chrift has faid touching this 
Matter. Without taking notice of every Text that 
may be urged in Favour of fuch a particular Provi- 
dence’ as is now under Confideration, he confines 
himfelf to two: Difcourfes of our Saviour; upon 
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which the Abetters of this Doctrine feem chiefly to 
rely. One is in the vith Chapter of St. Matthew, from 
the 25th Verfe to the End of the Chapter ; the other 
is contained in the xth Chapter of the fame Evan- 
gelift, and more particularly Verfes 29, 30, 31. 
Thefe Paffages he recites, paraphrafes, and explains, 
and as he verily fancies makes it appear, that they 
not only are no Proofs of any fuch Providence as 
fome would erroneoufly build on them, but that 
they are in Reality plain Declarations of the con- 
trary. 

The Words of our Lord Jefus which feem more 
efpecially to countenance the Doétrine of a particular 
Providence, in the Senfe Mr. Chubb has rejected, 
are thofe of the 29th, 3oth, and 31ft Verfes above- 
mention’d, when he fays to his Difciples, Are not 
two Sparrows fold for a Farthing? and one of them 
foall not fall to the Ground without your Father. But 
the very Hairs of your Head are all numbered. Fear 
ye not therefore, ye are of more Value than many 
Sparrows. Which our Author thus paraphrafes, 
«s As much as if our Lord had faid, Sparrows are 
*< of little Value, feeing two of them are fold for a 
¢¢ Farthing, and the Aairs of a Man’s Head are 
“< lefs valuable ; and yet thefe, little as they are, 
«< come within the Divine Notice and Infpection ; 
«¢ there is not any thing that can defall them, but 
‘¢ what is clearly perceived, and fully known to © 
«© God. Fear ye not therefore, for as ye are of | 
** much greater Concern and Value in the Creation 
‘ than Sparrows, fo ye may be well affured there 
<¢ is not any thing that ye can do or fuffer in the 
‘ Difcharge of your Duty, but will be regiftered in 
«© God’s Book, and will be kindly remembered to 
«< your Advantage. Your good Works and Suf- 
‘* ferings will not only be known and obferved by 
‘< your Maker, but alfo will be amply rewarded 
«< by him.” In this Senfe the Encouragement and 
Confolation that the Difciples were to draw from 


thefe gracious Expreffions of their Mafter was 
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arife, not from any Promife of the particular Provi- 
dence of God to attend them in this World, which 
is not included therein, but only from that great 
Recompence of Reward which would moft affuredly 
follow them in the next. 

Thus I have given the Reader a full Reprefen- 
tation of Mr. Chvb)’s Notions of Providence, which 
he delivers with fo dictatorial an Air, as if not 
only the Opinions of his Fellow Creatures, but even 
the Conduct of the Deity, was to be governed by 
his Determinations. How long the Perfuafion has 
fubfifted which he explodes, how generally it has 
obtained, on what Perfections of the Divine Nature 
it is founded, and what a Source of Confolation it 
is to all good Men, is needlefs to fay; I hope 
every one ‘o whom I write is fully apprifed of each 
of thefe Particulars: But fure there is not any of 
them that will quit their Faith in the Divine Pro- 
mifes, which are built on the Superintendency of a 
particular Providence, or caft away their Hope in 
the fpecial Favour of the Almighty, whofe Eye is 
on all them that fear him; becaufe Mr. Chubb is 
pleafed to vilify them as groundlefs Prefumptions, 
or becaufe they are not authorifed by his Allowance. 
Such a Procedure would be a Complication of In- 
folence, Ingratitude, and Folly; that, as it juftly 
merited, might change the Loving-kindnefs of God 
into Difregard, or deferved Indignation, And as 
it would be no Extenuation of their Guilt, that they 
were influenced to fuch a Conduét by Mr. Chubb’s 
Reafon, fo it would be no Reparation of their Lofs, 
no Alleviation of their Unhappinefs, that inftead of 


the Friendfhip of their Maker they had the Honous: 
of his Approbation, 
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ARTICLYE XVI. 


= Remarks upon the Deftruction of Brennus and 
it bis Army at Delphi, and the Rev. Dr. Pri- 
ia deaux’s Objervation upon it, that God was 
| pleasd, in an extraordinary Manner, to 
execute * his:\Vengeance for the Sake of Relt-: 
gion, how falfe+ and‘ fdiJatrous foever that 
particular Religion was, for which the Temple 
at Delphos was ereéfed. -By CHARLES 
LAMoOTTE, Chaplain to the Prince of 
Wales. ! i 


SIR, 


HE Converfation we had other Day at your 

Houfe concerning the memorable Judgments of 
Heaven upon Princes and Nations, has put me fince 
upon examining a very remarkable one, I mean the 
Fate of Brennus the General of the Gauls, who 
marching to attack and plunder the Temple of 
Apollo at Delphi, was deftroyed with all his Army, 
by Storms, Earthquakes and Tempefts from Heaven. 
To give you a clear Notion of this Piece of Hifto- 
ry, I fhall beg Leave to fet it down in the Words 
of Fuftin the Hiftorian, who relates the Matter 
thus. * “* When Brennus had ftir’d up and ani- 
«¢ mated his Soldiers with the Hopes of the Wealth 
‘¢ and Plunder of the Temple of Apollo at Delphi, 
which was then reckon’d to be the richeft Placé 
in the World, the Gauls, heated with the Wine 
they had drank the Day before, rufh’d on with Fury 
and withoutany Regard to Danger. The Delphians 
on the other Side, trufting more to the Help of 
their Gods than their own Courage and Strength, 
received them with Contempt, and with Stones 
and Arrows tumbled down the foremoft from the 
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Rocks. During this Fight and Struggle, the 
Priefts of the Temple with their Hair loofe, and 
their Mitres and other Ornaments on, rufh’d 
like Madmen among the Combatants, crying 
out, That the God himfelf was come to defend 
his Temple, that they had feen him defcend 
through the Top of the Roof, and that whilft they 
were at their Supplications, a Youth of wonder- 
ful Beauty, together with two Virgins compleat- 
ly armed, whom they fuppofed to be Diana and 
Pallas, had met with them; that they had not 
only feen them with their Eyes, but plainly and 
diftinétly heard the Noife of their Quivers, and 
the Clafhing and Clattering of their Arms. Then 
they exhorted the People to fall on with Courage 
under the Command of fuch Leaders, and thus to 
fhare the Honour of the Victory with their God.” 


Fuffin adds, that *¢ This Difcourfe of the Priefts gave 
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fuch Life to the De/phians, that they ftrove who 
fhould be the foremoft to fall upon the Enemy ; that 
it was not long before they evidently found the 
Help and Prefence of their Gods; fince a Piece 
of a Mountain torn off by an Earthquake fell 
upon the Gauls, crufh’d Part of them to death, 
and difperfed the reft; that there followed dread- 
ful Storms and Tempefts, which with the Hail 
and Cold that enfued deftroyed thofe that were al- 
ready wounded ; that the General, not being able 
to bear the Pain and Torment of his Wounds, 
{tabbed himfelf with his * Dagger, and that of 
that whole Body of Men, who trufting to their 
Courage and Strength had prefumed to war 
againft their Gods, there was not + one left alive 


* Paufanias faith, That out of Shame for his Defeat he poi- 


foned himlelf. Diodorus faith, That he perfuaded his People to 
chufe Cicrius for their King, and to kill all the Wounded ; by 
which 20,000 poor Wretches perifh’d miferably by the Sword. 
See the Notes of the Delphin Juflin. ; 


+ Here Fu/fin contradicts himfelf, for he faith before, That Part 


of them fled to Afia, and the others to Thracia. Potbius, That 
thofe that furvived fixed their Habitation about Byzantium, Vide ib. 
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*< to preferve the Memory of fo great a Defeat 
<¢ and. miraculous a Deftruction.” This is the 
Account given by Suftin of this famous Action, 
which is differently related by Pau/anias, who 
faith that three armed Men appeared in a terri- 
Hal ble Manner, and fought againft the Gauls, two of 
at. whom they faid came from the Countty of the 
1 Hyperborzans, and that the other was Pyrrbus, the 
Son of the Great Achilles. For which Reafon the 
Delphians afterwards offered an amnual Sacritice 
to the Manes of that Hero, to whofe Tomb they 
had fhewn no Manner of Regard and Devotion 
before, as looking upon him to have Leen their 
Enemy. 

Be pleafed, Sir, by the way to obferve the great 
Difference between thefe two Accounts, upon which 
the learned Dr. Prideaux, in his Connexion of the 
Old and New Teftament, has made the following 
Obfervation. ‘* Thus was God pleafed, faith he, 
«s in an extraordinary Manner, to execute his Ven- 
‘© geance upon thofe facrilegious Wretches, for the 
«¢ Sake of Religion, how falfe and idolatrous foever 
‘© that particular Religion was, for which the Temple 
“© at Delpbi was erected.” * The fame learned Man 
has in another Place made the like Remark. ‘ For 
«© it feldom happens, faith he, that in an Affront 
“© given to any particular Mode of Worfhip, how 
“* erroneous foever it may be, but that Religion ge- 
‘© nerally is wounded hereby. There are many In- 
«¢ ftances in Hiftory where God has fevercly pu- 
« nifhed the Prophanation of Religion in the wortft 
“¢ of Times, and under the worft Modes of Heathen 
‘© Idolatry.” Id. Vol. 1. pag. 173. This no doubt 
is a godly and religious Thought, and breathes that 
Devotion and Piety which run through all the Works 
of that excellent Writer ; but, with all due Submif- 
fion to that worthy Man, for whofe Memory no- 
body can have a greater Refpect and Veneration than 






































* Dr. Prideaux’s Conne&t. Part the 2d, Page 26—Edit. 8vo. 
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myfelf, ‘I can by no means think his Obfervation to 
be exact'and juft, nor can 1 conceive how a Miracle 
performed in the Behalf and for the Defence of a 
falfe and idolatrous Worfhip, can any way tend to 
the Honour of God, or be of any manner of Service 
to the true Religion, And I dare fay, that worthy 
Man would not have made this Kemark, had he 
been aware of the Confequence that follows from it, 
which is, making God. in fome meafure the Au- 
thor of Sin, encouraging a falfe and idolatrous Wor- 
fhip, and indeed banifhing true Religion from the 


~ World. Another learned Man, almoft to the fame 


Purpofe, faith, that the Reafon why God fometimes 
appears in the Behalf and Favour of Idolatry, is, 
becaufe that if he did not thus exert himfelf on fome 
Occafions, and manifeft his Providence, Men would 
foon become downright Atheifts and Epicureans, and 
the Senfe of a Divine Providence would quickly va- 
nifh from the Earth. And that therefore ’tis better 
there fhould be fome kind of Worfhip, tho’ never 
fo falfe and idolatrous, than that all Religion fhould 
be abolifh’d and deftroy’d.* I will not here make 
a long Parallel between the Atheift and the Hea- 
then + Idolater. But fo far, I think, may be fafely 

affirmed, 


* That it were better there was a falfe Religion than no Reli- 
gious Worfhip at all in the World, is what | believe will be 
eafily agreed to. But that God fhould work an _ extraordi- 
nary Miracle for the Sake and Support of a falfe Religion, and 
that to the Hurt and Prejudice of the true one, which | take to 
be the Cafe here, is what I never can bring myfelf to believe. 

+ I fay, Heathen Idolaters, for all Idolaters de not rob God 
of h’s moral Perfeétions, tho’ all indeed rob him of others. An Ide- 
later, being one who worfhips God by an Hdol or Image, may 
nevertheleis {uppofe him to be holy, juft, pure, and good: But 
he makes him vifible, corporeal, and limited to a certain Place, 
and fo in Effe&t denics him to be a Spirit invifible, infinite, &c, 
and confequently {trips him of his Spirituality, Invifibility and 
Immenfity, and fuch like his effential Perfections, and, among 
them, of his Eternity ; for no corporeal Being can be of itfelf 
eternal. 

On the other hand, the Heathen Idolater who worships a cruel 
Saturn, a luftful Fupiter, a thievifh Mercury, a wanton Venus, &c. 
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affirmed, that they are both very guilty, very grie- 
vous Offenders againft God. Since, if the firft de- 
prives him of his Being, the laft ftrips him of that 
which is effential to his Being, his Juftice, Holinefs, 
Purity and Goodnefs. The Atheift, I own, pulls 
down God from his Throne, the Heathen Idolater 
does in Effeét the very fame. Since in the room of 
a pure, chafte and holy Being, he fets up a pack 
of cruel, Juftful and wicked Deities, and places at 
their Head an unjuft and cruel God, undutiful to 
his Father, whom he himfelf dethrones and expells 


his Kingdom, guilty of Inceft, Adultery, and even - 


of Sodomy itfelf, which are the Notions and Cha- 
racters under which Fupiter is reprefented in the 
Heathen Mythology: And therefore we fee God, 
who is particularly jealous of his Honour and Pre- 
rogative, has always fhewn the utmoft Deteftation 
for the Crime of Idolatry. There is not a Sin 
mentioned in Scripture, which has been more ftrictly 
forbidden, or threaten’d to be punifhed with greater 
Severity. He has laid a double Fence to check and 
reftrain Men from it, in the firft and fecond Com- 
mandment ; in the laft of which he has declar’d its 
Punifhment fhall extend to the fourth Generation, 
and that his Bleffings fhall continue to a thoufand 
Generations on them that take care to preferve 
themfelves from that Sin, This is what God has 
not done with relation to thofe other Crimes he hath 
forbidden in his Law. This Severity he has not 
fhewn in Regard to Adultery, Murder, falfe Wit- 
nefs and Perjury. For this Sin it was, the Scripture 
tells us, God delivered up the ews to the Worfhip 
of the Hoft of Heaven, which brought a long 
Captivity and many other Calamities upon them. 
And that I do not ftrain the Matter, nor lay too 
deep a Colouring upon the Sin of Idolatry, will ap- 


firips God of his Juftice and Holinefs; and worfhipping thefe 
falie Deities by Idols, or indeed fuppofing them to be corporeal 
Beings, he is alfo guilty of the fame Sin with all other Idolaters, 
viz, robbing God of his Perfeétions. 
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pear, if we take in the Defcription that St. Paw/ 
gives us of thofe who did not retain God in their 
Knowledge, whom he gave up to a reprobate Mind 
to do thofe Things that were not convenient; and 
thofe that changed the Glory of the incorruptible 
God into an Image made like to corruptible Man, 
to Birds, four-footed Beafts, and creeping Things, 
he tells us, God gave up unto vile Affections, being 
fill’d with all Unrighteoufnefs, &c. Rom. 1. 25, 26, 
27,28. And indeed the Crimes mentioned in this 
Place by the Apoftle, were the certain and infalli- 
ble Confequences of the Heathen Idolatry. It could 
not poffibly be otherwife from the very Nature and 
Tendency of fuch a Worfhip. For what Chaftity 
or Modefty could be expected from the Worfhip- 
pers of a Venus or a Flora? What Temperance or 
Sobriety from the Votaries of a Pacchus ? What 
Honefty or Fidelity in Contracts from a Mercury, 
the God of Thieves? And laftly, what Chaftity, 
Modefty or Morality from the Votaries of a Fupi- 
ter, who (as I have already obferved) is reprefented 
as a cruel, unjuft, inceftuous, adulterous, and a fo- 
domitical Deity? In a word, what Purity of Man- 
ners, Juftice, Honefty and Temperance, could thefe 
Idolaters ever practife, who had their Gods for E:x- 
amples, for Leaders and for Encouragers, and Apo- 
logifts of their Crimes ? * 


* This is-what the wifeft among the Heathens themfelves were 
fenfible of, and readily confefied. ‘Thus Jon in Euripides, fpeal- 
ing of Apolic’s Lewdnets, faith, 

———-— OvniT ArOpames nents 

Acyew Sinai, & Ta al Sedv naxd 

Mipeuel’, dra rox ({cil. Sees) Sid eonovlas tad. — 
Thus Sexeca the Philofopher, De Viid Beata, Cap. 6, 

Quibus nil aliud afum eff, quam ut Pudor hominibus Peecandi 
demeretur, fi tales Deos credidiffent. 
And more fully in another Place, he faith, 

Quid aliud ¢f nora witia incendere quam authores illis infcri- 
bere Deas, J dare morbo, exemplo diviniiatis, excufatam licentiam ? 

a idem de Brevitate Vita, Cap. 16. 
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Thus we fee the young Man in Zerence, * when h 
was tempted to ravifh a Virgin, committed to hi 
Care, felt at firft fome Remorfe, and Scruple, fome 
Checks and Reftraints upon himfelf. But (when he 
happened to fee a Picture in the Room, where Fu- 
piter was defcending in a golden Shower to Danae, 
he banifhed all his Scruples, faying to himfelf, fhall 
I, who am a poor inconfiderable Creature, fcruple 
to do what Fupiter the Sovereign God, that fhakes 
the Heavens with his Thunder, has himfelf practifed 
before me? You fee, Sir, fuch a Worfhip was fo 
far from producing Modefty, and Morality, that it 
rather tended to ftifle all Notions of thofe Virtues, 
and to banifh them entirely from the World. For 
if the Maxim of + Seneca’be true, that he beft wor- 
fhips the Gods, that imitates them the moft, then 
the lewdeft and moft debauch’d Perfon, the great- 
eft Thieves, Drunkards, and Adulterers, were the 
moft truly pious, and devout, the moft zealous 
Voraries, and the moft pleafing and acceptable Wor- 
fhippers of the Gods.. Men are apt (faith an an- 
cient and || venerable Father) to imitate their Gods, 
and become the more wicked by this Imitation, 
fince their Crimes and Vices are as it were render’d 


* Terence’s Eunuch, A& 3. Sc. 1. 

Thus Phaedra in Ovid, to induce Hippolitus to commit Inceft 
wth her, brings the Example of upiter who had married his 
own Sifter. 


Jupiter effe pium flatuit quodcunque juvaret : 
Et fas omne facit Fratre marita foror. 
To the fame Purpofe Euripides. 


Ovxtr AvOparss xanes 
Atyev Sinatoy, & Ta Tay Ocav taxa 
Misch’, card Tes Sid acnorlas Tad e, i.e. 
_ °Tis not juft to blame Mens ill A€tions, in which they do but 
imitate the Gods that do the fame Things. 
t+ Optime Deos coluit quifquis imitatus eft. Seneca 


|| Homines Deos quos colunt imitantur, &F inde feeleftiores evadunt 
quoniam ipfa crimina in Religionem confecrantur 


Tertull. de Spec. 26. 
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facred, by the Religion they profefs. Now then, 
fince Idolatry is fo wicked and finful in itfelf, tends 
to promote and encourage fo many Crimes and 
Vices, and to confound the Idea, and deface the 
bright Image of the Creator; fince God has fhewn 
fuch a Hatred of, and Deteftation for it, I can never 


‘think he would ever have performed a Miracle of 


this Nature, to encourage and fupport it. To fay 
that, without this, Providence could not prevent 
Mens running into Atheifm and Infidelity, would 
be making him (as a learned Man obferves) like a 
Phyfician, that was not able to cure one Difeafe, 
without leaving as great a one behind it, that for 
Inftance could not remove a Fever, without leaving 
a Dropfy or a Confumption in its room, In a 
word, this is plainly making God the Author of 
one Evil, to prevent and hinder another, that {trikes 
at all Virtue, Goodnefs, and Morality, that wounds 
the true Religion in its Vitals, and could not but 
furnifh the Heathens with Arguments againft the 
Jews, and the Chriftians too. For to what Purpofe 
would it have been for the ‘ews to endeavour to 
bring over the Heathens to their Religion, by telling 
them the Wonders performed by Mofes and the 
Prophets in Favour of his People; or for the Chri- 
ftians to mention the many Miracles of Chrift and 
his Apoftles, when they might fo eafily have re- 
torted the Argument upon them, by putting them 
in mind of this great Miracle wrought by their 
Gods in their Favour, and for the Support of their 
Religion? Once more I cannot imagine God would 
have interpofed, and declared himfelf in that re- 
markable Manner, for the Support of a Pagan 
Worfhip, and the Prefervation of a Temple which 
was then the Center of Idolatry, and the very Head 
Quarters of Heathenifm ; * and I am therefore apt 
to believe, that the excellent Man I have quoted 
above, had not duly confidered the Confequence 
that followed from his Obfervation. As for the 


* See Mr. More. 
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Fact itfelf, if it was really true, it was perhaps 
meerly accidental ; and might as well have hap- 
pened at any other Time and Place. But if you 
are refolved to believe, it was fupernatural and mi- 
raculous, I fhould rather conclude it was wrought 
by the Power of Darknefs, and the Prince of the 
Air, to extend his Empire, to increafe his Dominions, 
and to bring a greater Number of Worfhippers 
and Offerings to his Shrine. St. Ferome tells us, it 
was the Opinion: of all the Learned Men of his 
Time, that the Air which feparates Heaven and 
Earth is full of malignant Spirits, who are Ene- 
mies to Mankind. A judicious * Commentator on 
the fixth Chapter of the Ephefians, afferts, that the 
evils and evil Spirits live and rule in the Air; 
from whence they. watch, tempt, and affault Men, 
and raife Earthquakes, Storms, and Tempefts, which 
he faith the Book of ob, the Gofpels, and every 
Day’s Experience, may fufficiently convince us of. 
Laftly, Mr. Aéede writes, that it was the Opinion 
of Fewi/h Doctors, and feveral of the Fathers, that 
the Air above us was full of invifible Beings ; fome 
of whom were tempting, and affaulting, others pro- 
tefting, and defending Mankind. This feems to be 
a pious and devout Thought, and that may have a 
good Effect upon fuch Chriflians as admit it to be 
true, may make them more cautious, and put them 
upon a ftricter Guard againft thofe evil Spirits that 
{furround them on every Side, feeking whom they 
may devour; and at the fame time increafe their 
Love to God and Confidence in him, who gra- 
cioufly fends as many guardian Angels and mini- 
{tring Spirits, that are as active, and diligent, to 
protect and defend, as the evil ones are, to diftrefs 
and moleft them, I fhall not here enquire into the 
Truth of this Opinion ; all I fhall fay is, that if the 
Fact before us was true, and that Earthquakes, and 
Storms, did miraculoufly happen, they can only be 
imputed to thofe Etherial Powers, thofe Fiends and 
* Zanchius in Chap. vi. Ephef. 
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Agents of the Prince of the Air; fince they could 
only ferve to fupport Idolatry, to promote his Em- 
pire, and enlarge his Dominions, 

Such might be the Miracle which the People of 
Gnatia pretended was performed at their Temple, 
where Incenfe Wood, or any combuftible Matter 
that was laid upon the Threfhold, immediately took 
Fire, and was confumed to Afhes. This Horace, * 
who was an Epicurean, and did not think the Gods 
concerned themfelves in the Affairs of Mankind, 
mentions in his Journey to Brundufium, makes a 
meer Jeft of it, and recommends it to the Belief of 
the Fews, as being a credulous, and fuperftitious 
People, who gave great Credit to fuch Wonders 
and Miracles. But I rather believe he had in his 
Eye the Miracle performed at the firft Sacrifice of 
Aaron, in the Tabernacle ; when the Glory of the 
Lord appeared unto all the People, and there came a 
Fire out from before the Lord, and confumed the 
Burnt-offering upon the Altar, as we read, Levit. ix. 
23, 24. or (as fome learned Men have thought) 
might allude to the Miracle of Elijah, who called 
down Fire from Heaven, to confume the Sacrifice, 
which he himfelf before had thrice covered with 
Water 3 1 Kings xviii. 38. Pliny, among his Won- 
ders, hath not forgotten this, but mentions it in a 
more - ferious Manner, as a Matter of Fact, which 
he feemed to believe. Or laftly, fuch might be the 
Miracle, which, as Plutarch relates, happened at 
Amphipolis, where as Paulus A:milius was facrificing 
to ‘the Gods, by way of Thankfgiving for his 
Victory over the King of Macedon, a Flath of 
Lightening defcended upon the Altar, confumed 
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Gnatia Lymphis 











Tratis exftrufla dedit rifufque, jocofque 

Dum flamma fine, tuta liquefcere limine facro 

Perfuadere cupit: credat Judaus apela, 

Non ego. Horat. Sat. Lib. I. Sat. v. Ver. 97. 


+ In Salentino oppido Gnatia impofito ligno in Jaxum quoddam ibi 
facram flammam protinus exifiere. Plin. Nat. Hit. Lib, IL, Cap. 8. 
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the Victim, and compleated the * Sacrifice; which 
if the Fact was true, a learned Man juftly concludes, 
could only be wrought by the Power and Delu- 
fion of Satan, the Prince of the Air, fince it could 
only tend to advance his Service, and promote his 
Worfhip. But to return to Delphi, and to give my 
real Thoughts of this Matter, I do not think, Sir, 
there was any thing miraculous in it, or that the 
Devil had any Hand in that extraordinary Event: 
I rather believe it was a Trick, the Invention, and 
Forgery, of the Delphian Priefts, to {pur and ani- 
mate their People, to fet off the Credit of their Tem- 
ple, and to preferve it from. Ruin, For _ befides 
the vifible Difference between the Accounts that 
Paufanias, and Fuftin, have given of the Matter, 
the laft of whom, as I have fhewn above, differs 
from and contradicts himfelf, moft of the Authors 
who have mentioned this Fact fpeak very cau- 
tioufly and dubioufly about it; and deliver it only 
as a common Report, which fure is but a very 
flender Foundation for a Miracle. Quintus Cicero, 
who acts the credulous and fuperftitious Part, in the 
firft Book of Tully de + Divinatione, and who is re- 
prefented as a great Believer of Oracles, and Mi- 
racles, {peaks of it in that Strain, without any Cer- 
tainty, and as a common Report. And even Livy 
himfelf, who is remarkably fond of Prodigies, and 
Miracles, and takes all Opportunities to infert them 
into his Hiftory, lays no greater Strefs upon it, and 
produces no better Voucher for it than a common 
Rumour, That Writer fpeaking of the Expedition 


"Et, 73 wapa tiv Suciay ciuTlowa Aamyrovioy nv 
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Plutarch. in Emilio p. 175. Edit. Aug. Byan. 


+ Quod conteyiffe Brenno dicitur ejufgue Gallicis copiis, cum Fano 
Apollinis Delphici nefariam bellum intulifet. Cicer. de Divin. Lib. I, 
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of the || Baffarne, again{t Thracia, faith, they were 
deftroyed by fuch a Storm as the Gauls were killed 
with who came to plunder the Temple of Delphi; 
from which Words it is plain he does not affirm the 
Miracle to be true, but grounded it entirely upon a 
common Report; which as I faid before is a very 
flender Foundation for a Miracle; and indeed there 
was no Miracle in it at all, if the Gauls were de- 
ftroyed at Delphi in the fame Manner as the Ba- 
ftarne were, who alfo afcribed their * Deftruétion 
to the Gods. For thefe Reafons, as I faid before, 
I cannot look upon the Story otherwife than a 
Fiction and Forgery ; and this 1 find is the Opi- 
nion of Father + Cantel, the judicious Delphin Edi- 
tor of Fu/tin, who fpeaking of this Action of the 
Delphian Priefts, faith it has more of Falfhood than 
of Truth in it, What I believe upon the whole is, 
the Delphians, fpirited up with the Danger of their 
Religion and Temple, and animated with the 
Thoughts of the Prefence of their Gods, which 
could not but raife their Courage, and put them 
upon the moft defperate Undertakings, fallied out 
with Vigour, defeated the Gaw/s, cut them to pieces, 
and drove their General to the fatal Defpair of lay- 
ing violent Hands upon himfelf; and that the Prietts 
forged, and gave out thefe Wonders and Miracles, 
to magnify their Religious Worfhip, and increafe 
the Number of their Votaries. What confirms me 
in this Belief is, the Confidence they had to declare; 
they had feen the Gods themfelves defcend, heard 
the Noife of their Armours, and the Clatterings of 


| Quo ubi ire Bajarne vellent quali tempefate fama elt Galhs 
Delphos fpoliantes peremptos effe, talis tune Bajtarnas ad Muros 
appropinguantes oppreffit, neque imbre tantum effufo, SD granding 
creberrimad obruti funt, fed fulmina etiam fic undique micabant, ut 
pati viderent corpora, nec folum milites fed etiam principes iGi cade- 
rent. 

* Deos authores fuge effe, calumque ruere aichant. 

+ Hec & qua fequuntur plus fabula quam veritatis habent. 


Cantel, in locum, p. 207. Edit. Lond, 
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their Weapons ; fince they that could utter fuch bare- 
faced Lies as thofe, could never want Impudence to 
publifh thofe other Wonders and Miracles, which 
fome Hiftorians have fince delivered to Pofterity as 
Truth. 





ARTICLE XVII. 

The Blefings of Chriftian Philofophy ; being a 
Treatife on the Beatitudes. In a familar 
Dialogue between Doétior and Parifhioner. 
By ARTHUR St. GrorGe, D. D. London: 
Printed for Meff. Innys and Manby, at the 
W eft-End of St. Paul’s, 1738. Odtavo, Pages 
331, befides a Preface and Dedication. 


7 HIE Chriftian Religion in thefe Days being 
ill-treated, not only by loofe and idle Con- 
verfation, in order to ridicule and defame it, but in 
the Way of ferious Argument frequently attacked, 
criminated and exploded by Free-thinkers, as well 
as Free-fpeakers ; alfo of late there having been At- 
tempts in a very extraordinary Manner to diftrefs 
and degrade the Clergy, in order to make them 
appear poor and defpicable, neither fo ufeful nor 
neceflary a Body as their reverend Station and Cha- 
racter fuppofe them to be; our Author thought it 
of fome Ufe to fet forth in a plain and practical 
Manner a brief Summary of Chriftian Doétrines, the 
better to acquaint Men with thofe Principles, which 
perhaps, as he fays, are not known to be, or at 
leaft not regarded as, Fundamental Articles of Re- 
ligion. 

To enter the Lifts in a formal Manner againft 
our Scepticks and Deifts, requires more Leifure and 
Pains, he tel]s us, than he can well fpare; and per- 
haps after all, no other Method can fubferve the 
Interefts of Religion, better than this he has a 
O 
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of ftating the Caufe of it, in a Way obvious to 
common Underftandings, and laying it open to the 
View of Confcience; for if God's Grace doth not 
cooperate with Arguments, the very beft of them, 
as he obferves, will have but fmall Influence towards 
the Conviétion of Infidels. And therefore he frank- 
ly owns, that he is no Friend to Philofophy or hu- 
man Learning, in canvaffing and finally determin- 
ing Difputes about Divine Matters, as if it were to 
grant the Right-hand by way of Reverence to Rea- 
fon, which ought moft certainly to be yielded, at 
Jeaft in all Points myfterious, to Revelation. 

His Reafon for thus thinking is, becaufe our 
Blefied Saviour and his Apoftles thought it fufficient, 
to contend againft both the Fewi/h and Gentile 
World by the Simplicity of the Gofpel, and he can 
fee no need of doing it in any other Way, againft 
our Libertines and Rationalifts of the prefent Age; 
and he thinks, as he knows fome others do, there 
is as much ufeful Knowledge, true Morality, and 
fublime Divinity, in that fhort Sermon of our Sa- 
viour on the Mount, as in all the Writings of the 
Ancients put together. 

This Work is ufhered in by a long Preface, 
wherein the Author copioufly infifts on the Advan- 
tage of Revelation to our forming right Notions of 
Religion in general, of moral as well as pofitive 
Duties, and of the Nature and Reafon of Things; 
and at the fame time expofes the Weaknefs and 
Falfhood of the Pretenfions of Unbelievers, with 
regard to che Capacity of our Underftandings for 
difcovering and judging of Spiritual and Heavenly 
Subjects. In the Dialogue itfelf, the Nature and 
Effects of thofe Graces mentioned in our Lord’s Dif- 
courfe, are judicioufly enough ftated, explained and 
illuftrated ; many important Truths relating thereto 
are occafionally difcuffed ; and fuch a Scheme of 
Chriftian Virtue propofed and enforced, as is natu- 


‘rally productive of thofe Beatitudes which our Bleffed 
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Saviour has pronounced in that Divine Sermon, 
which is the Foundation of this Treatife. 

The Speakers in this fuppofed Converfation are 
not Difputants, they have in the main the fame Sen- 
timents, and the Parifhioner feems hardly to need 
thofe Inftructions, which either his Queries, or his 
Opinions, invite the Doctor to utter. 

The Doétor opens the pious Intercourfe with an 
Inquiry into the Proficiency of his Parifhioner in 
Gofpel Learning, by his Difcourfes on the Beati- 
tudes, of which the faid Parifhioner had been an 
Auditor. The Parifhioner, by his firft Reply, gives 
his Paftor an Opportunity of commending tie old 
Practice of taking Notes, as we call it, at Church ; 
which was in vogue during the early Days of the 
Reformation, and was of more Ufe in thofe Times 
of Ignorance, than at this, when we have no Rea- 
fon to complain of the Want of Knowledge, but of 
the Abufe of it. The next Paragraph that comes 
out of the Parifhioner’s Mouth ends with a Cen- 
fure of many of the modern Preachers, that have 
obtained the Charaéter of fine ones, whofe whole 
Sermons contain fcarcely one Sentence of the Word 
of God in them. This gives the Doétor an Occa- 
fion of wifhing, that Men of Parts would ftick 
more to Scripture Expreffions in their Difcourfes de- 
livered in our Englifh Tongue, at leaft not to dif- 
claim it wholly as fome feem to do; it would, he 
fays, be abundantly more edifying to their Hearers 
than the Manner they now generally affect ; 
which tends to eftrange their People from the Sig- 
nification and Ufe of the Divine Oracles. Indeed, 
the Doctor no way approves of the new Way 
our Clergy have adopted of handling their Sub- 
jects out of the ordinary Method of old Divines, 
«* For, to ufe his own Words, in a polite Age, fuch 
‘** as this, it is now fuppofed by fome, that a Dif- 
‘* courfe is flat and unentertaining, if there be not 
‘© fome Art and Skill fhewn to raife our Attention ; 


‘* and therefore the Novelty of Speaking on a Text 
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‘© of Scripture by way of Effay according to the 
«¢ new Tafte, with Arguments of a moral Nature 
drawn from Reafon only, without the leaft men- 
tion of Scripture Authority, is enough with thefe 
Men of polite Literature. But however well this 
may be in Schools and Colleges of Learning for 
Improvement of Youth, yet it is to be fear’d it 
will not do fo well in our publick Churches for the 
Edification of ordinary Hearers, Befides, it looks 
fomewhat oddly that a Chriftian Doétrine fhould 
feem to be better fupported by Arguments drawn 
from Reafon, which may be framed fophiftically 
to cover Errors, than by Authority of plain Scrip- 
ture, where there can be no Deceit ; which Doc- 
trine alfo the common People will conceive much 
better by Proofs drawn from the Bible, than 
from the niceft Rules and Method of Reafoning; 
and it is wrong to think that the Gencrality of 
Men can or will make fo much ufe of their Rea- 
fon, as to be more eafily convinced by the Force 
thereof, than by the plain Letter of Scripture, 
upon which they build the Affurance of Faith in 
points of a higher Nature than their Reafon can 
comprehend. Speaking from the Pulpit in the 
Way of an Effay-Writer, is but to fhew a Man’s 
«¢ Parts, may catch indeed itching Ears, but will 
«© never edify half fo well as the old Method. 

It is thus our Author fets out, in a Strain that fome 
will probably regard as an Indication of Puritanical 
Gravity; but it proceeds from no fuch Caufe, but 
from a Concern for the Interefts of ferious Religion, 
which he fees lamentably declining, and which he 
apprehends can be revived only by thofe Means 
whereby it fubfifted formerly, with a Life and Ener- 
gy that the prefent Generation feems to have for- 
gotten, It is entirely with a View to this that he 
has drawn up this Summary of Chriftian Philofophy. 
if any fhould object that a Treatife on the Beatitudes 
can fcarcely be deemed a Sy{tem of Philofophy, he 
anfwers, ‘* That whatever makes us blefled, makes 
«6 us 
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‘s us truly wife, and to have all we want and defire 
«¢ to make us happy. To make Men therefore ac- 
«¢ quainted with all thofe Graces and Pertections of 
‘ their Nature, which will certainly qualify them 
«¢ for Happinefs, is as much Gofpel Learning as the 
«© Generality of Men need know to become good 
«© Chriftians. 

The firft Pages of this Dialogue touch upon the 
End, the immediate Defign, the particular Seafon, 
and the Manner of Chrift, in the Delivery of this 
Set of Injunétions ; (for as fuch we muft regard all 
thofe Sayings of his which ufually pafs under the 
Title of Beatitudes, which tho’ delivered in a per- 
fuafive Stile, to invite us by the Promife of Bleffings, 
yet are to be underftood as unalterable Decrees, for 
tranfgreffing of which we are as certainly liable to 
Punifhment as fure of Rewards for obeying) in the 
Sequel our Author proceeds to the Matter thereof, 
and enquires into the Ufe and Meaning of each par- 
ticular Grace and Virtue to which Chrift promifed 
his Bleffing, as a Reward for conforming to that 
Duty which he hath declared to be his Will and 
Pleafure ; that fo we may have a full Infight into 
thofe Laws which are truly Chriftian, and by which 
we are to govern and conduct ourfelves. 

The firft of thefe Chriftian Graces is fpiritual Po- 
verty ; Bleffed are the Poor in Spirit, for their’s is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. In treating upon this our Au- 
thor jirft thews the Refemblance between Moral Vir- 
tues and Chriftian Duties, and the Difference between 
them. Secondly, He evinces this {piritual Poverty 
to be more than a moral Virtue, fomething that raifes 
the Soul higher in Perfection than Nature, without 
this Divine Light, as he terms it, could poffibly do, 
And Thirdly, he proves it to be the prime and ne- 
ceffary Principle, to teach us not only how to live 
well as good Men, but as good Chriftians, and to 
dedicate ourfelves to God’s Service. 

As to the firft of thefe Particulars, he fays, ‘* Here- 
“¢ in lies the Refemblance between moral Virtues and 
ss Chriftian 
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Chriftian Duties, in that they are both agreeable to 
the Will of God ; the moral Virtues by the Light 
of Reafon, the Chriftian Duties by the Light of 
Revelation. The firft are binding by the Laws 
of Nature written in Man’s Heart, the other by 
the Laws of Chrift Jefus written in the Gofpel.— 
Their Difference confifts in the Certainty and 
Knowledge we have of their Efficacy and Power 
to fulfill the Will of God. For before the Reve. 
lation of the Gofpel, we could not have that Af- 
furance of Ability in usto pleafe God, either from 
the natural Knowledge of him, or of the Wor- 
fhip which he expected; and confequently we 
went about our Duty with more Doubts and Un- 
certainty, upon the Principles of natural Religion, 
than on the Principles of Chriftianity. For the 
Gofpel difcovers much more clearly the Confor- 
mity of thofe Duties to the Will of God, offers 
Divine Affiftance for the better Performance of 
them, and excites us by its Motives, more power- 
ful than the beft Morality, or the Law of Nature 
doth.” As this is a Point of an intricate Nature, 


he labours a little farther in the Explication of it. 
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Firft, he would have us to underftand, there are 
fome Actions, which are good and neceffary in 
themfelves; and whether there were or were not 
any Revelation from God; thefe would be ftill 
binding upon account of their own intrinfic Good, 
which is infeparable from their Nature. Such as 
Refpeét and Obedience to Parents and Governors, 
Temperance and Sobriety in regard of ourfelves, 
Humanity and Charity in regard of our Neigh- 
bours. Secondly, There are other Actions which 
are good when commanded by fufficient Authori- 
ty, which without it would be deemed indifferent ; 
and when this Command is from God, they are 
efteemed religious and not moral ; fuch as Sacri- 


‘¢ fices, andthe Rites and Ceremonies of the A- 
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faic Worfhip: Thefe laft having nothing in them 
of real Worth or Goodnels, more than by being 
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appropriated to Religion by a Divine Command, 
{ftand upon a mutable Foundation, and the fame 
Authority which gave them fanction may take 
it away at pleafure. Thirdly, There are other 
Aéctions alfo, which are of the fame moral Na- 
ture with the firft, and moreover depend upon po- 


fitive Inftitution, and the Authority of God for 


clearer Manifeftation of his Divine Will. Such as 
thofe moral Actions required by exprefs Command 
of Chrift in the Gofpel. And thefe are called 
Chriftian, and founded chiefly upon Principles of 
Grace. As to thofe pofitive Inftitutions alfo in 
the Gofpel, which are purely religious, and in 
part myfterious, and not plainly moral, fuch as 
the two Sacraments, and the Obligation of pray- 
ing to God in the Name and through the Media- 
tion of Jefus Chrift, thefe are out of the queftion, 
for we are to confider fuch Actions only as are 
moral. 
«© The Agreement of thefe moral Actions, whe- 
ther Natural or Chriftian, may be readily con- 
ceived, inafmuch as they con{fpire together to ferve 
the Ends of Religion and to execute the Divine 
Will. But the Difference between them is not fo 
eafily feen or underftood, becaufe they are the 
fame Aédtions, going only through different Hands, 
and the Good and Evil in them is either accord- 
ing to their Conformity or Disformity to the Will 
of God, which is the fame Rule of judging a reli- 
gious Action by, on the Principles of natura! and 
revealed Religion, The only way of diftinguifh- 
ing them is, by the Power and Efficacy which we 
perceive to be in them, by a different manner of 
Affurance in the one Senfe and in the other. For 
tho’ Religion hath a fure and deep Foundation in 
the natural Underftanding of Mankind, without | 
the Help of Revelation, yet certainly that Know- 
ledge we have of God’s Nature, and his Divine 
Will, is much enlarged by the Chriftian Difpenfa- 
tion; and we havea clearer Light thereby to dif- 
“s cover 
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cover our Duty, to act with greater Certainty, and 
to put it beyond doubt now, what is the good and 
acceptable and perfett Will of God; the Motive 
alfo of fuper-natural Affiftance in doing his Will, 
‘¢ and of eternal Rewards and Punifhments, is a 
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farther Encouragement and Affurance to perfe- 
‘s vere in our Duty. 

Thefe are our Author’s own Words a8 well as Sen- 
timents ; and I have quoted them exactly, that the 
Reader may judge how he writes; as well as how he 
reafons: the reft of his Difcourfe I fhall pafs over 
more curforily, marking here and there a Paflage 
that happens to have any thing in it efpecially de- 
ferving. 

The fecond Beatitude wheréon he expatiates is, 
Bleffed are they that mourn: for they fhall be com- 
forted. This the Parifhioner fays he fhould think 
a Leffon difficult to learn, if he had not been firft 
inftructed in that Chriftian Grace of fpiritual Pover- 
ty; for there feems to be fomewhat of Contradiction 
between Bleffednefs and Mourning. This lays the 
Doétor under a Neceffity of illuftrating the Matter 
in fuch a way, as makes the Senfe and Confiftency 
of the Expreffion plain and obvious. Having fo 
done, that we may form a true Conception of the Ne- 
ceffity of this Duty of godly Sorrow, and may recon- 
cile it to our Choice upon certain Trials and Occafi- 
ons ; he fhews, Fivjt, That there is a State of Jolli- 
ty and. Pleafure, which neceffarily and in the End 
bringeth forth Sorrow and Repentance. Secondly, 
That there is a Stateof Sorrow and Repentance, which 
as neceflarily and certainly bringeth forth Joy in the 
End. Thirdly, That it is the wile and Chriftian Part 
to prefer this Sort of Sorrow before that other Sort 
of Pleafure, as well from the Reafon of the Thing, 
as from our Saviour’s Promife, that fuch fhall be coma 
forted. In the Progrefs of this Argument our Au- 
thor has drawn a genuine Picture of the general 
Courfe of human Life in its feveral Stages and States, 
and has made many pious and inftructive Reflections 
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thereon: One of thefe has very much the Refemblance 
of a Paradox ; tho’ it has been maintain’d by fome of 
our moft eminent metaphyfical Writers. However, it has 
a fingular Tendency to alleviate the bitter Senfe we are 
apt to have of the Troubles we here endure, and to 
infpire us even with Complacency in the afflictive 
Difpenfations of Providence. Thofe who efpoufe the 
Doétrine comprehended in it, can never be at a lofs 
in accounting to themfelves for the Origin of Eviz, 
on the Principles of the Divine Wifdom and Good- 
nefs, to which it appears fo repugnant; feeing, ac- 
cording thereunto, it is not only reconcileable with, 


\ but is indeed the ftrongeft Demonftration of thofe Pro- 


perties in the Deity. 
‘ It is a great Miftake, fays he,to think, that a 
«s Mixture of Good and Evil in this World is any 
<¢ Obftacle to Man’s Happinefs, but the contrary. 
«« For without fome feeling of Mifery and Difap- 
<¢ pointmient we could never have any true or high 
«¢ Notions of Happinefs. For if Men had every 
«s thing at their wifh and defire, they would lofe 
«¢ the one half of their own natural Powers at leaft, 
«« and be in a State of lefs Perfe€tion than at prefent. 
«© For we are now tree Agents, which we could not 
«¢ be then, doing all things by a kind of Inftiné&t. — 
«¢ What then would become of Man’s Reafon? Since 
<< he could have nothing to employ it about ; — for 
<¢ its whole Bufinefs is taken up with feparating and 
diftinguifhing between Good and Evil ; and if we 
«< were to meet with no Difappointments in Life, 
«© we fhould then know no fuch thing as Evil, 
and confequently fhould have no Ufe either of 
our Free-will or of our Reafon, becaufe Appetite 
and natural Initinét would do the Bufinefs as well 
without them: And then, wherein fhould we dif- 
fer from brute Creatures, who have no Underftand- 
<¢ ing? — It is therefore of Ufe to the rational World, 
«¢ that there fhould be a Mixture of Good and Evil, 
to exercife the Paffions and rational Faculties, in 
‘s order to compleat and perfect our Happinefs. F ‘i 
66 the 
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the more we know of the Difference between Good 
and Evil, the greater Inclination we have to rec- 
tify our Manners, and act according to the ultimate 
End of all, which is our Happinefs. Till we 
know and feel in fome Senfe what it is to be mi- 
ferable, we know not what it is to be happy.— The 
more fenfible we are of the one, the higher our No- 
tions are of the other. — For tho’ all Good centers 
in God alone, and he is to be the ultimate End of 
all, and fo by Intuition unto him we are led 
as by the Sun, to guide our Steps in the Paths of 
Duty and Service, yet there are fo many Thorns 


and Briars in our Way, fo many Evils to beavoid- ° 


ed, that we are obliged to look upon thefe with a 
good Degree of Paffion and Averfion firft, which 
is not to be done till we feel fomething of Mifery, 
before we can take any true Joy in the Courfe we 
are in. Thus a Mixture of Good and Evil in the 
World adds to our Felicity, and naturally tends 
to increafe our Happinefs ; for Sorrow is a Paffion 
as natural as Joy, and they both ftand before us 
oppofite to one another, to contribute to and ful- 
fill all the true Ends of Life ; and it muft be from 
a carnal Principle, and fome miftaken Notions of 
fenfible Pleafures, that any Man can fuppofe a 
Mixture of Good and Evil in the World to be 
any Obftacle to his Happinefs. | 

The third Beatitude mentioned by our Saviour, is, 


Bleed are the meek, for they fhali inherit the Earth. 
Our Author obferves upon this, connected with that 
in the preceding Verfe, ‘* That there is nothing fo 


of 


. 


¢ 


“ 


4 


no 


ce 
6s 


é 


o 


2 


o“ 


unpromifing in the way of this World; but, if it 
be attended with God’s Bleffing, will have a good 
and profperous Iffue. For what is more unlikely, 
in the common way of thinking, to produce Joy 
and Comfort, than a State of Mourning; or 
to make a good Provifion in this World, than a 
Difpofition of Mind to fubmit to, and not con- 
tend much with the Injuries of Men? ? Humility 


and Meeknefs having therefore this Promife of a com- 
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fortable Portion to fubfift upon in the Earth, it muft 
be very well worth our feeking after, and to direct 
us in our fearch, the Doétor defcribes the feveral’ 
Properties of this Grace, and proves its Aptnefs to 
procure the Enjoyment of this Inheritance. Its Pro- 
perties are, Firfi, An humble Opinion of ourfelves, 
with a high Reverence of our Superiors. Secondly, 
A Quietnefs of Spirit, and juft Abhorrence of Con- 
tention. Thirdly, A Readinefs and Willingnefs to 
fuffer rather than revenge Injuries. Our Author in a 
very clear and perfuafive Manner fets forth the Ten- 
dency of thefe amiable Qualities to promote both 
our worldly Profperity and eternal Happinefs ; and 
then, by way of Contraft, fhews us in what Light 
the Vices oppofite to the feveral Properties of this 
Virtue of Meeknefs ftand, when compared with the 
Bleflednefs of a future State. At the clofe of this 
Head he makes his Parifhioner tell us, who are thofe 
that notorioufly offend againft this Chriftian Virtue 
of Meekiefs. He fays, 

‘¢ There are two Sorts of pernicious Principles of 
*< Contention, the one on the falfe Foundation of 
‘© Honour, the other of Law. The firft is prodi- 
*¢ gal of Life itfelf, to gratify an angry Paffion ; 
the other is as prodigal of the Sweets and Com- 
forts of it, out of an unaccountable Obftinacy to 
“¢ perfift in a Caufe, whether we be Gainers or 
‘* Lofers by it. How direétly contrary thefe Men 
** of Honour, as they term themfelves, and thofe 
Traffickers in Law aét, to the Bleffednefs of in- 
heriting the Earth, a Child may teachthem, who 
has more Philofophy in him at two ¥ears old, 
than to burn his Fingers, tho’ he be fond of the 
Candle, or when he is hungry topart with his Bread 
and Butter for a Play-thing. Thefe are in both 
refpects, mere childifh and trifling Paffions, tho’ 
they are apt to make a Man big and wile in his 
own Conceit. 
The next Chriftian Virtue our Saviour mentions 
with a Promife, is, Bleféd are they that bunger and 
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thirft after Righteou/ne/s, for they fhall be filled. In 


defcanting upon this, our Author explains the true 
Meaning of the Words Righteoufne/s and Hungring, 
and Thirfting, and then he illuftrates the Import of 
the whole Paffaye together. Great Part of his Dif- 
courfe thereupon abounds with Divine and Heaven- 
ly Sentiments, and thefe expreis’d in a Language 
every way fuitable thereunto. But of tis I thall 
take no further notice, that I may have room tora 
Paragraph or two of his Diflertation on thc next 
Beatitude, which is, Bleffed are the Merciful, for they 
foail obtain Mercy. 

In treating upon this, our Author propofes a Query 
out of the Mouth of his Parifhioner, /s i a/ways 
a Chriftian and human Aétion to commiferate a@ Man's 
Diftre/s in all Circumftances, and fhew him Mercy, 
whether he deferves it or no? To which he an{wers, 
‘© To fhew him Mercy, fo as to fet him free and 
‘¢ at liberty from prefent Diftrefs, is not always re- 
«¢ guifite and fitting, tho’ we cannot but pity his 
‘© Sufferings ; becaufe a Man may juftly be under 
Diftrefs for his own Default, and the Confequence 
thereof be fome righteous Punifhment by Law ; 
and altho’ Commiferation be the Effect of ano- 
‘¢ ther’s Diftrefs, yet all Diftrefs may not deferve 
«¢ our. Mercy, therefore that merciful Difpofition is: 
<< only then a Virtue, when the Mifery of another 
“¢ is within the ju/t Power of being help’d by us, 
‘© and alfo requires and deferves our Help. Thus, 
“¢ it is plain, a Man is to make ufe of his Reafon, 
*< as well as Compaffion, in every Act of Mer- 
“* cy, otherwife it may poffibly be no Virtue. 
ss —~ He then that fuffers, and wants our Help, 
‘© muft be fuppofed to lie under fome evil Ac-. 
cident of Life, which in the general, as to 
‘s our own Knowledge, we think he doth not de- 
«< ferve, before he can in ftriétnefs be faid to de- 
mand our merciful Compaffion. For altho’ there 
is a Motion towards Compaffion in us by natu- 
ral Sympathy, yet this I call not ¢ghe Motive to- 
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s« wards fhewing Mercy, till Reafon be brought 
‘< in to judge of the Circumftance ; and therefore there 
*s is a Difierence between Pity, which is the na- 
«© tural Effect of our tender Apprehenfion of ano- 
«< ther’s Sufferings ; and Pity, which arifeth from 
*s confidering the Circumftances of the Sufferer ; 
«¢ the one may raife the Paffion, but it is the Cir- 
<¢ cumftance muft bring that Paffion into the Act 
‘¢ of fhewing Mercy, otherwife Mercy may be ill 
<¢ placed, and iar from a Virtue, 

Our Author afterwards {tates the Cafe of a parti- 
cular Friend falling into Diftrefs by fome rafh Ac- 
tion, fuch as the Commiffion of Murder, or fome 
other notorious Crime, that the Law will certainly 
take hold of ; and inquires, whether in point of 
Friendfhip we may conceal and fhelter his Per- 
fon, or endeavour to obftruct or pervert the Courfe 
of Juttice any how in his Behalf. His Refolution is 
altogether in the Negative, and very well grounded. 
He has at the fame time fhewn, how far, and in 
what Jnftances, our Regard and Benevolence may, 
notwithttanding, be exercifed towards fuch an unfor- 
tunate Creature. He clofes his Confiderations upon 
this Head with the following Sentences, which the 
Parifhioner utters. ‘* I find therefore that there can 
‘© be neither Friendfhip nor Fellowfhip, inconfiitent 
¢¢ either with the Laws of God or our Country, and 
<¢ that to be merciful, in the Chrijfian Acceptation 
“< of the Word, and alfo with regard to human 
<¢ Policy, requireth no more than to relieve a di- 
<¢ ftreffed [even] Friend, whenever we may do it 
‘< with a fafe Contcience, and for publick Good ; 
«© that a criminal Action muft not change its Na- 
“¢ ture in the Judgment of the deareft F riend ; ; and 
«s tho’ the Bonds of Relation may indeed make 
«¢ the Cafe more pitiful, yet our Compaffion mutt 
“¢ give way to Reafon and Juftice. For Mercy is 
“« to be weighed and confidered, with refpect to 
*¢ Good and Evil to fucceed ; and to make it bene- 
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‘<¢ ficial] to publick Life, it muft be always fuperior 
<* to private Intereft. 

This Doétrine of our Author’s is one of the moft 
ufeful that can be inculcated in a Society. There 
are two Things which have done more Mifchief in 
the World chan all others, I had almoft faid, put 
together ; and yet one of them 1s always excufed, and 
the other of them generally commended: Thete are 
Carelefsnefs and Compaffion Loffes by Water are 
very frequently, and the terrible Calamities by Fire 
are well nigh altogether, the Effects of the former ; 
and the latter is the Nurfe of Idlenefs and all manner 
of Villanies. For the Good of Mankind, Carelefs- 
nefs ought to be correéted, and for the fame Pur- 
pofe Compaffion fhould be regulated in the Manner 
above fhewn, and taught to exert itfelf within the 
Bounds only prefcribed by Reafon, fo as never to 
intrude on Juftice, or difturb the publick Welfare. 
Till People ferioufly reflect, they cannot conceive 
the Detriment of vulgar Compaffion to Mankind ; 
the general Corruption of our Nature is in a great 
meafure owing to it, and many of the Crimes that 
are continually perpetrated ; but when they come to 
have a right Apprehenfion of it, they muft abhor 
it as it deferves. It betrays Men into the grofleft 


Inconfiftencies, it makes them cherifh the Vices they | 


deteft, and contribute to the Enormities they com- 
plain, as well as groan under the Burthen, of. 
Whence fprings the Licentioufnefs of Youth? From 
parental Compaffion. What fills our Streets with 
thofe miferable Objeéts that are inceffantly infefting 
us ? Compaffion, What is the Caufe of thofe ruin- 
ous Bankruptcies, which are become a Trade ; and 
of the numerous Frauds that are practifed on honeft 
but unwary People ? Compafiion. What encourages 
fo many to become Houfe-breakers, Street-robbers, 
and Highwaymen? Compaffion. In fhort, Compaf- 
fion is the grand Difturber of the Commonwealth, 
the principal Deftroyer of Peace, Order and Deco- 
rum ; and is, when irregular, as deteftable as un- 
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bridled Luft ; for like that, it is an Inftinét, implant- 
ted in us by God, to anfwer wife and noble Ends, 
while reftrained within proper Bounds, and directed 
by Prudence ; but becoming the moft abominable 
Nufance when it cafts off the Reins of the fuperior 
Faculty. Would to God that our Magiftrates would 
efollow the Example of Pope Sextus Quintus, who, 
by banifhing Compaffion, and making Wifdom and 
Equity the ruling Principles of his Government, re- 
covered Rome from an univerfal Depravity of Man- 
ners, and rais’d to a very unufual pitch both the 
Grandeur and Felicity of his Subjects. If it fhould be 
alledg’d, that Compaffion is not the fole Caufe of fo 
many Evils; we may reply, that it is however the 
prime Caufe ; and that as it needs not, fo it rarely 
has any other Affiftant to accomplifh ail the Enormi- 


~ ties T have mentioned, than that above joined with 


it, Carelefsnefs: Tho’ what I now intend by that 
Word is fomething different from the foregoing Ac- 
ceptation ; and is that Neglect of due Difcipline ina 
State, which is owing to the Indolence and Remifs- 
nefs of the Civil Power. 

I return to our Author, who, after he has fettled the 
juft Meafure of Chriftian Compaffion, clearly evinces 
the Mercy recommended in this Beatitude by our Savi- 
our to be of a far greater Extent, than that which the 
Heathen Philofophers had a Notion of, or was ever 
practifed in the Pagan World: and then he fhews 
how it isin its Nature a Bleffing. It is fo, he fays, 
upon three Accounts, Fir/t, Becaufe all Acts of Mer- 
cy are attended with prefent Complacency of Mind 
to the Doer, and with the Bleffings of the Indigent. 
Secondly, Becaufe fhewing Mercy is a beneficent Af- 
fection, which brings us to a near Refemblance of 
God. Thirdly, Becaufe it hath the Promife of future 
Bleffings in the Life to come, if it fails us in this. 
On each of thefe he infifts very copioufly ; and inter- 
{perfes throughout his Difcourfe, many excellent Rules 
for the Conduct of our Charity, and many feafona- 
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ble and fevere Rebukes of thofe who are deficient in 
this indifpenfible Duty. 

The next Beatitude that falls under our Author’s 
Confideration is, Bleffed are the pure in Heart, for 
they foall fee God. After fome preliminary Obter- 
vations on the Nature of our fupreme Happinefs, 
the true Seat of it, and the Infufficiency of natural 
Reafon for its Difcovery, he remarks from thefe 
Words of our Divine Matter, Fir/t, That whatever 
acceptable Service we would offer to God muft pro- 
ceed from the Heart. Secondly, That to fee God in 
the Purity of the Heart is an undoubted Bleffing. The 
former of thefe, he fays, is evident, 1. Becaufe to 
ferve God in the Purity of our Hearts, is to ferve 
him in fuch a manner as he requires in his Gofpel. 
2. Tis to ferve him in fuch a manner as is moft 
agreeable to the Divine Nature. 3, ’Tisto ferve him 
in fuch a manner as is anfwerable to the Obligations 
of Sincerity and Truth. On thefe feveral Particulars 
our Author expatvates for the Demonftration of his 
firft Remark. In Proof and Illuftration of the fe- 
cond, he fets forth the full Import of /eeing God, 
in what ways Men are capable of fo glorious an 
Attainment, and what Qualifications are requifite 
thereunto. 

Another Beatitude is, Bleed are the Peace-makers, 
for they fhall be called the Children of God. In this 
Beatitude, our Author fays, we may fee the Chriftian 
Philofophy. For there is nothing more effectual to 
wean a Man from the Love of this World, than to 
confider how little Peace he enjoys in it. What with 
the Oppreffion of Men in Power, and the Tyranny 
of the great ones, what with the Obftinacy and Dif- 
obedience of Inferiors, and what with the Murmur- 
ings, Peevifhnefs and Frowardnefs of us all, there is 
hardly any long Continuance of publick Peace in the 
moft flourifhing Circumftances, — This World is 
therefore like the troubled Sea, always cafting up 
Mire and Filth ; and were it not for the calm and 
fteady Hand of fome few, who are given to Peace, 
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there would be no living in it. After this fad but 
true Reprefentation of the State of Things in this tu- 
multuous World, our Author ftates and defines the 
proper Duty and Bufinefs of a Peace-maker, which 
he diftinguifhes as it regards either publick or pri- 
vate Life; or as it refpects the reconciling of Sinners 
to God. In the handling of this Subject, which is of 
great Compafs, our Author is very copious and ex- 
plicit; I cannot, without extending this Article too 
far, recite even all the Heads he infifts on; but I 
may fay, that throughout the Whole he affords us 
the ftrongeft Indications of the paciiick Difpofition he 
recommends; for no one, we may think, could 
write fo feelingly on this divine Topick, without a 
Tincture of it in his own Temper. 

We come now to the Clofe of the Whole with this 
laft Beatitude, Bleffed are they which are perfecuted for 
Righteoufnefs fake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. After fome ‘general Reflections upon thefe 
Words of our Blefied Saviour, our Author enquires, 
what is meant in them by being perfecuted for 
Righteoufnefs fake ; and next, from whence this Per- 
fecution comes ? Whether from evil Spirits, or from 
evil Men only? He then confiders the Perfecutions 
themfelves in a tripple View, either 1. As they affect 
our good Name. 2. Or as they affect our Proper- 
ties. 3. Or as they affect our Perfons. When he 
comes to handle the fecond of thefe Divifions, he 
directs us in what manner we ought to behave under 
thofe Perfecutions for Righteoufnefs fake, which reach 
our Properties ; and after delivering his Rules, he 
takes an Occafion of vindicating the Civil Govern- 
ment againft the Charge of perfecuting the Diffenters 
(from the national Religion of England and Ireland ) 
in their Properties for Confcience fake; and he en- 
deavours to prove their Complaints upon this Head 
to be both unjuft and uncharitable. For the efta- 
blifhing of his Point he has undertaken to demon- 
{trate a Propofition, which cannot be touched with 
too much Caution and Tendernefs, viz. That all 
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worldly Property belongs to every State to difpofe of in 
fuch way asthe Legiflature thinks fit, provided it be for 
the Good of the whole Community, and that no Man hath 
a Right to this or that Share, but as the Law bath de- 
termined. The Praétice of this Doctrine muft be 
with the utmoft Equity and Prudence, to prevent the 
pernicious Confequences which may otherwife attend 
it, Whether our Author has argued it with all the 
Judgment it requires, or has fufficiently guarded a- 
gainft the Abufe whereto it is liable, is left to the 
Determination of his Readers. 

Having amply fet forth the Behaviour of a good 
Chriftian, in the two former of the three Cafes above 
{pecified, our Author in the next place fhews, how fuch 
a one ought to carry himfelf inthe third ; or,fuppofing 
the Perfecution fhould extend. to his very Perfon, 
When he has difpatch’d this Part of his Subject, he 
{tarts a Query, ** How doth ic appear that Chrifti- 
‘* anity hath fuch Power and Efficacy in it, as to 
‘«¢ enable a Man to enjoy Comfort and Satisfaction 
‘* of Mind under Perfecution, when not only his 
*¢ outward Ejitate, but his very Perfon is under Af- 
s¢ fliction? ” The Refolution of this Queftion is un- 
doubtedly of great Confequence ; and to give us a 
plenary Satisfaction about the Matter of it, he pro- 
pofes us three Ways, whereby Chriflianity teaches us 
to withftand Perfecution, altho? it fhould affeét our 
Perfons, for Righteoufnefs fake. Firft, By calming 


our Paffions, and oppofing one againft the other till ° 


the Mind fettles into fome Moderation and Temper, 
and Reafon has Time to put Matters in a true Light. 
Secondly, By diftinguifhing between the Miferies of 
Soul and Body, and between the Wrath of God and 
Man. Thirdly, By inftructing us to put no more than 
a true Value upon thofe Afflictions we lie under, not 
according to the Eftimation of the World, but ac- 
cording to the Efteem of God. On cach of thefe he 
enlarges feparately, and then, after elaborately evin- 
cing, that there is more excellent and true Philofo- 
phy in this Chriftian Principle of fuffering for Righ- 
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teoufnefs fake, patiently and with Peace of Mind, 
than in all the Learning that the wifeft Heathens e- 
ver declared to the World. He concludes the Whole 
with fome Reflections on the depraved Tafte and de- 
generate Conduct of the prefent felf-conceited Gene- 
ration. 





ARTICLE XVIII 


The Roman Hiffory, from the Building of Rome 
to the Ruin of the Commonwealth. LIlu- 
ftrated with Maps and other Plates. By N. 
Hooke, E/g; Vol. 1. London: Printed by 
James Bettenham, and fold by Meff. Bettet- 
worth and Hitch im Pater-nofter-Row, and 
G. Hawkins at Milton’s-Head between the 
two Temple-Gates iz Fleetftreet. 1738. 
Quarto. Pages 607, exclufive of Appen- 
dages. 

H O? this be a large, as well as in all refpedcts 
_ avery valuable Book, yet the Nature of it is 
fuch as will admit of only a fhort Account ; an Ab- 

{tract of it is what I fhall not attempt for feveral Rea- 

fons. Its Origin, as the elegant Author is pleafed 

a great Modefty to acquaint us, was, like the Subject 

of which it treats, extremely low and contemptible ; 

Owing to nothing nobler, than the bare Defire of pre- 

fixing to the Englifh Tranflation of the Roman Hi- 

ftory, written in French by the learned Fathers 

CaTRou and RoviLiez, a more correct and more 

connected Summary of the Events therein recorded, 

than what is placed before their Original. In this 
view thofe Contents (too ample indeed for that Name) 
which have been printed at the Head of the four firft 

Volumes of Dr. Bundy’s Tranflation, were infenfibly 

produced. Thefe being fwell’d to fo confiderable a 

Size, as to be much larger than that of Mr. Z£a- 


chard’s Narrative of the Roman Affairs, — the 
ame 
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fame Space of Time, it was afterwards thought, that 
with fome Corrections and Additions they might be fo 
far improved, as to deferve at leaft to be called an 
Abridgement of the Jefuites Work. But upon a clo- 
fer Attention to the Matters contained in their Per- 
formance, and upon comparing fome Paffages there- 
in with others, and alfo with the ancient Hiftorians, 
it was judged expedient, in cafe a Roman Hittory in 
anew Form fhould be undertaken, to do fomething 
more than barely abridge what thofe Jearned Fathers 
have compiled: Some Miftakes and Inconfiftencies 
Mr. Hooke thought he difcovered therein, which he 
regarded as a jufficient Reafon for not wholly con- 
fining himfelf co their Colleétions, and for building 
upon a Foundation that might be more properly his 
own. 

He confidered, that the only general Hiftories we 
have in Englifh of the Roman State (unmixed with 
foreign Matters) from its Birth to the Ruin of the 
Commonwealth, are, that which Mr, Eachard has 
comprifed within lefs than one moderate Offavo Vo- 
lume, and that lately publifhed in fix Volumes in 
Folio. The firft, Mr. Hooke fays, tho’ very ufeful 
for School-boys, has been judged by Perfons of riper 
Age and more Curiofity, too dry, too brief, and un- 
fatisfactory. The fecond is fometimes complained 
of, as too diffufe and circumftantiated in Matters of 
{mall Importance, and too much crowded with 
Speeches, in many of which are but little Spirit or 
Inftruction. His Defign therefore was, to form a 
general Hiftory of the Romans, during the above- 
mentioned Space of Time, which fhould be full with- 
out being diffufe, and fhort without being dry. 

In the Purfuit of this Intention he owns himfelf to 
have been chiefly aided by the Labours of the two 
learned Jefuites afore-named, and by the Amufements 
(as he very fitly ftiles them) of the ingenious Mr. 
Vertot, whofe feveral Collections he has compared 
with the ancient Writers, governing his Accounts by 
what he obferved upon that Collation, This was 
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his Conduct with refpect to the more grand and 
important Events of the Hiftory; with regard to 
thofe Parts of it, which are comparatively of little 
moment, he has frequently recited the Facts as he 
found them in their T ext, and with the Authorities 
referred to in their Margin. 

The Labour of abridging has been applied princi- 
pally tothe long Speeches in Dionyfius and Livy, and 
to their Accounts of the Struggles which the Romans 
had, inthe early Ages of their Government, with the 
petty States in their Neighbourhood, fuch as the Sa- . 
bines, Latines, Hetrurians, Acqui, Volfci,tsc. Thele, 
being Trifles in comparifon of their future T rant 
actions, are related as concifely and rapidly as was 
confiftent with the Defign of giving a general Hifto- 
ry, andof leaving no Year quite void, to which the 
Hiftorians have fixed any Action of the Romans civil 
or military. When a Battle has been won, or a 
Town taken by any new Stratagem, or extraordinary 
Skill of a General, or remarkable Bravery of any 
one Man, or {mall Number of Men, he has been 
careful to touch upon thefe Things, as more parti- 
cularly curious, and oftentimes ufetul. 

The civil Affairs of the Romans, and the Revolu- 
tions in their Government, are more amply related 
than their Wars. Mr. Vertot, our Author fays, has 
fo agreeably treated thofe Subjects (and that within 
the Compafs of his Plan) that he could not refitt the 
Temptation of feizing the Product of that Gentle- 
man’s Wit, which not only faved him the Pains of 
doing over again what was already fo well executed 
to his Hands, but added, as he is pleafed to think, 
Embellifhment to his Work. ‘Mr. Hooke however 
oblerves, that upon comparing Mr. Vertot’s Relations 
with the Authorities quoted in his Margin, it was found 
neceffary entirely to retrench fome Paffages in his 
Book, and to alter many others before ie could make 
ufe of i it: and farther, that in what is taken from 
him, fuch Additions are interwoven as were requifite 
to the Nature of this more general Hiftory of Rome. 

As 
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As to the Notes inferted in the Margin of this Vo- 
lume, they are chiefly extracted from the Jefuites 
Work, and from Mr. Kennet’s Antiquities of 
Rome. The Nameof the latter is put to what he has 
furnifhed. The Remarks Mr. Hooke has added of 
his own, are moftly thofe on Sir J/aac Newtons Ob- 
jections to the Chronology ufed by the ancient Wri- 
ters of the Roman Story, ona few Paffages in Mr. 
Vertot, and on fome in the Textof the Jefuites. 

The Arguments prefix’d to fome of the fhort Chap- 
ters, into which the Books of this Hiftory are di- 
vided, may be deemed of too enormous a Length: 
Asan Apology for this, our Author fays, when it 
happened, that one Chapter contained feveral Confu- 
lates or military Tribunefhips, and a great Number 
of Events, he found it difficult even barely to menti- 
on them all within lefs Compafs than he has done in 
the Summary. And perhaps, as he adds, the Read- 
er will overlook the Difproportion, in confideration 
of the Satisfaction he may find in refrefhing his Me- 
mory, after he has perufed the Hiftory, by running 
over all the Summaries by themfelves, which for that 
End are brought together (with the Dates in the 
Margin) and where hardly any thing of Moment is 
entirely omitted. 

This general Account is what our Author himfelf 
has given of his excellent Compofure ; to which I 
fhall briefly add, that this Volume is divided into 
three Books; the firft containing eight, the fecond 
thirty-eight, and the third twenty-nine, Chapters. 
The firft Book comprehends the Regal State. The 
fecond commences with the Republick, in the Year 
of Rome 243, and is continued to the Rebuilding of 
the City in 365, after the Burning of it by the Gauls, 
The third reaches from this Re-edification to the 
Year 489, when the Romaas, having fubdued all 
Italy, began the firft Punick or Carthaginian War. 
All thefe are preceded by a Copy of that moft curious 
ancient Monument accidentally difcovered at Rome, 
in the Year 1545, during the Pontificate of Paul III. 
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entituled the CaprTotine Marsces, or Consu- 
LAR CALENDARS, Thefe take up no lefs than 
fifty-two Pages. 

It would be too affuming in me to give a Cha- 
racter of this Work; and it is needlefs from any 
Hand, after the Publick has been appris’d by the 
Author himfelf that it has Mr. Pope’s Approbation : 
That’s a fufficient Sanétion of its Merit ; and we are 
not to wonder if it has been applauded by a multi- 
tude of the moft diftinguifhed Tafte and Underftand- 
ing. But the Reader is not in this Cafe obliged 
altogether to fubmit to Authority, he has a Right to 
judge for himfelf, let him read it before he pronoun- 
ces his Eulogy: perhaps he will be tempted to do fo 
by the two or three following Extracts ; by which 
alone he may form a competent Notion of a Circum- 
{tance contributing greatly to the Value of it, I mean 
its Diction, The firft Inftance I fhall offer is the 
Story of the Rape of the Sasynes, which Mr. Hooke 
relates in this manner, a 
«© Romulus having entirely fettled his Colony, 
and enaéted many wife and excellent Laws calcu- 
lated for its Profperity, the Romans wanted nothing 
but Women to fecure the Duration of their State. 
The King therefore fent Deputies to the Sabines, 
and the other neighbouring Nations, to propofe 
Alliances with them by Marriages of their Daugh- 
ters with his Romans. He reprefented to them, 
that.new Colonies were not always contemptible, 
and that the Gods had hitherto fhewn Favour 
enough to Rome, to make it no Difhonour to enter 
into Alliances with her. But as the Sabines had 
begun to look upon Romulus’s new Settlement 
with a jealous Eye, they abfolutely rejected his 
Propofal, and fome of them added Raillery to 
the Refufal, afking the Deputies why their Prince 
did not open an Affylum for vagrant Women, and 
Slaves of that Sex, as he had done for Men: your 
People then, faid they, will be well matched 
‘*¢ a Pack of vagabond and loofe Women will “em 
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ss the fitteft Wives fora Crew of Fugitives loaded 


ee 


with Crimes or Debts. 
«© When this infulting Anfwer was brought to 
Rome, Romulus heard it with the quickeft Refent- 
ment, refolving to be revenged, and to take away 
the Daughters of the Sabinxes by Force. He com- 
municated his Defign to the Senate, and had their 
Approbation of it. The only ee was how 
to fucceed in the Enterprize. It happened, or 
fo it was pretended, that as Workmen were dig- 
ging in a Field near Rome, they found a fubterra- 
neous Altar dedicated to the God Confus, or the 
God of Council, who is the fame with Neptune 
the Creator of the Horfe. The Difcovery of 
this Altar furnifhed Romulus with a Pretext to 
proclaim a Feftival and publick Sports in Honour 
of the God. He notified the Day he had fix’d 
for thefe Games in the neighbouring Towns, and 
made all the pompous Preparations for them, that 
the Poverty of his Colony would permit. 
‘© Thofe of the Sabines, who lay neareft to Rome, 
flock’d thither in Crowds upon the Day appointed 
for the Solemnity, as Romulus had forefeen they 
would ; no fmall Numbers came alfo from the 
little Towns of Canina, Cruftumerium, and An- 
temue. The Strangers were received by the 
Romans with great Demonftrations of Joy. E- 
very Citizen had his Gueft, whom, when he had 
treated him in the beft manner he could, he con- 
ducted and placed where he might conveniently 
fee the Sports, The Peace and Harmony, that — 
continued for fome Days, lull’d the Strangers into 
Security ; for the Romans did not put their En- 
terprize in execution till the laft Day of the Fefti- 
val. They had received Orders to come armed 
that Day, but to conceal their Arms under their 
Cloaths, When the Multitude were moft atten- 
tive to the Shew, Romulus, who prefided at it in 
a ftriped Robe called Trabea, rifing from his Seat, 
gathered up his Robe, and threw it over his Body. 
P ‘s This 
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This was the Signal agreed upon. Inftantly the 
Romans drawing, their Swords, rufh’d in among 
the Strangers, and feiz’d their Daughters. The 
Men being unarmed and frighten’d, ranaway ; and 
the Romans, who had no Defign of fhedding Blood, 
let the Fathers and Mothers depart in fafety. In 
the Hurry of the Action, fome Romans of Dil- 
tinction perceiving a Body of their People carrying 
off a young Woman of fingular Beauty, envyed 
them fo fine a Prey, and attempting to take her 
from them, the latter cried out Thalafio, Thalafio, 
meaning that the young Perfon was defigned for 
Thalaffius, a brave and worthy Roman, much e- 
{teemed in the Colony ; and hence it was, that the 
crying out Zhalafio became cuftomary at Rome in 
the Marriage Ceremony, as Hymen and Hymence 
prevailed among the Greeks. | 
«© As this Violence had been dictated by publick 
Neceffity, rather than brutal Paffion, Romulus’s 
Orders are faid to have been obferved with great 
Exactnefs; he had forbid any further Attempts 
upon the Women, till Marriages fhould be fo- 
lemnized in Form. For this Purpofe he com- 
manded the Sabine Virgins (for they were all 
called Sabine, becaufe the greater Number was of 
that Nation) to be brought into his Prefence the 
next Day. They were by this time a little re- 
covered of their Fright, and the King comiorted 
them under the Lofs of their Relations by Words 
to this Effect: Zhe Romans have not ufed this 
Violence with an Intention to difhonour, but to 
marry you ; fuch Methods of procuring Wives are 
ancient in Greece, and, to Women, more honour- 
able than any other. Soften therefore the Fiercenefs 
of your Anger, impute our Offence to your own 
fathers, who fcornfully rejected our civil Requefts, 
and furrender your Hearts to thofe Men to whom 
Fortune has given Poffeffion of your Perjons. 
Wrongs and Injuries are often the Forerunners of 
Love and Friendjhip 3 you will find your Hufbands 
<¢ behave 
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‘s bebave themfelves with fo tender an Affection, as 


s¢ fhall leave you no Caujfe to regret the Lofs either of 


«¢ your Parents or your Country. To thefe Words 
** of the King the young Men added Careffes and 
«¢ Flatteries, pleading violent Love in Excufe of 
‘¢ their Fault; of all Pleas, fays Livy, the moft 
<¢ eafily admitted by Womankind. 

‘¢ After this, Romulus without delay married the 
<< Women to his Romans, by the fame Form which 
«¢ was ever after ufed in Marriages, Partake ye of 
<< your Hufband’s Fire and Water: and it was not 
<¢ long before they experienced the Truth of what 
‘© Romulus had foretold them. The Merit and 
‘¢ Fondnefs of their Hufbands made them forget 
¢¢ their native Country and their Fathers Houfes. 

The Rape on Lucretia and the confequent Extir- 
pation of the regal Power at Rome, which it occafion’d, 
are finely reprefented in the eighth Chapter of the 
firttBook. 1 muft premife, to the Extract of it, that 
this Violence on the Body of that chafte and beautiful 
Lady was perpetrated by Sextus Tarquinius a Son of 
Tarquin King of Rome, iurnamed the Proud, who 
by his cruel Tyranny had raifed an univerfal Difcon- 
tent among his Subfecéts, and Averfion to his whole 
Family and Government. This Prince laid fiege to 
Ardea, the Capita] of the Ratili, about twenty Miles 
from Rome. His Sons commanded under him, as 
very probably Collatinus did likewife, who was the 
Hufband of the virtuous Lucretia, and at the fame 
time a near Relation of the Ravither. | 

‘© The Siege being carry’d on (fays our Author) 
<¢ very flowly, the general Officers had a good deal of 
«+ Leifure for Diverfions, and they mutually made 
¢s Entertainments for one another in their Quarters. 
One Day, when Sextus Tarquinius was entertaining 
his Brothers, their Kinfman Collatinus being of the 
Company, the Converfation happened to turn 
upon the Merit of Wives. Tvery one extoll’d the 
good Qualities of hisown ; but Collatinus affirm’'d, 
that his Lucretia exceeded all others, It wasa 
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kind of a Quarrel, and in order to end it, they 
took the Method which Mirthand Wine infpired ; 
which was to mount their Horfes, and go and 
furprife their Wives: and it was agreed, that fhe 
whom they found employ’d in the manner moft 
becoming her Sex, fhould have the Preference. 
Away therefore they galloped firftto Rome, where 
they furprifed the King’s Daughters-in- Law all 
together, in the midft of Feafting and Diverfions ; 
and the Ladies feemed much difconcerted by the 
unexpected Return of their Hufbands. From 
Rome they hafted away to Collatia, the Place 
where Collatinus refided in time of Peace (he was 
the Grandfon of Egerius, the Nephew of Tar- 
guinius Prifcus, to whom that King gave the City 
and Territory of Col/atia in Property) tho’ the 
Night was far advanced when the Princes arrived 
there, they found Lucretia up, with her Maids 
about her, {pinning and working Wool. The 
Company her Hufband brought her of a fudden 
did not difcompofe her ;- and they were all pleafed 
with the Reception fhe gave them. Sextus was 
fo captivated with her Beauty, and fo inflamed with 
Paffion, which her infuperable Modefty made the 
more violent, that he became exceedingly unwill- 
ing to leave the Place; but there was an abfolute 
Neceffity for his appearing at the Camp before 
Ardea. Wowever, he found a Pretence to return 
very foon to Collatia; and went to lodge at his 
Kinfman’s Houfe. Lucretia, in her Hufband’s 
Abfence, entertained him with great Civility and 
Refpect, and after Supper he was conduéted to his 
Apartment. When all were afleep he ftole into 
Lucretia’s Chamber, and coming with his drawn. 
Sword to her Bed-fide laid his Left-hand upon 
her Breaft and wakened her: Lucretia, faid he, 
I am Sextus Tarquinius, if you fpeak a Word you 
die. Then he declared his Paffion, and by In- 
treaties mixed with Menaces endeavoured to make 
her yield to his Defires, And when he found er 

‘s all: 
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all was in vain, and that even the Fear of Death 
could not prevail upon her to confent, he threaten- 
ed her alfo with Infamy. He told her, that he 
would kill one of her Slaves, lay him naked by 
her, when fhe was dead, and then declare to alli 
the World that he had only revenged the injured 
Honour of Collatinus, The read of Ignominy 
was too powerful for Lucretia’s Conftancy ; Sextus 
obtained his Wifhes, and early the next Morning 
appear’d again inthe Camp. Luwcretia, tho” the 
had efcaped what fhe dreaded as the greatcft of 
Evils, yet could not endure the Lhoughts of 
Life after the Violence fhe had fufier’d. She 
dreffed herfelf in Mourning, took a Poniard under | 
her Robe, wrote to her Hufband at the Camp to 
meet her at her Father Lucretiuss Houfe, and 
then mounting her Chariot came to Rome. People 
were furprifed to fee her wearing all the Marks of 
the deepeft Sorrow, and often afked her as fhe 
paffed along what was the Caufe of her Grief. 
She anfwered them only by Weeping ; and when 
the fame Queftion was put to her at her Father’s 
Houfe, fhe ftill refufed to difcover the Matter till 
there fhould be a full Affembly of her Friends and 
Relations, whom fhe defired might be called to- 
gether. Upon the firft Summons great Numbers 
of the Nobility crowded to the Houie, and among 
the reft P,. Valerius (afterwards Poplicela) and 
Lucius Junius, who teems to have waited for 
this Moment to throw off that Mafk of Stupidity, 
which had got him the Surname of Brutus. When 
the Aflembly was pretty numerous, fhe addreffed 
herfelf to her Hufband Collatinus, ditclofed in 
few Words the whole Secret, her own Shame and 
his Difhonour, and the treacherous Author of both: 
She protefted the unfpotted Innocence of her Heart, 
but at the fame time declared her firm Refolution 
not to live, and conjured them not to let the 
Crime of Sextus Targuinius go unpunifhed: All 
who were prefent gave her one by one their folemn 

yr 4 ss Promile 
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«¢ Promife to revenge the Infult fhe had fuffer’d ; 
«* they alfo endeavoured to comfort her, by telling 
«s her, that the Body could not fin, and that there 
«< could be no Guilt, where the Mind was uncon- 
‘* fenting ; but nothing could divert her from the 
defperate Refolution fhe had taken: No, faid the, 
no [oman fhall hereafter furvive her Honour, 
‘© and fay, Lucretia was her Example; and then 
‘¢ having embraced her Father and her Hufband, as 
one that bid a Jaft Farewell, fhe immediately plun- 
<< ged the concealed Dagger into her Breaft. Her 
«© Father and Hufband ftarting cry’d out as fhe fell 
at their Feet ; a Mixture of Compaffion and Fury 
feized the whole Affembly ; and the Blood which 
Lucretia fhed, to atteft her Innocence, or repair 
her Glory, ferved likewife to cement the Union 
of thofe illuftrious Patriots who gave Liberty to 
‘¢ Rome. For Brutus going near to the dying Lady, 
«¢ drew the Poniard out of her Bofom, and fhewing | 
it all bloody to the Affembly, Yes, faid he, / 
“¢ fwear by this Blood, which was once fo pure, and 
“© which nothing but royal Villany could have polluted, 
that I will purfue Lucius Tarquinius the Proud, 
his wicked Wife, and their Children, with Fire and 
Sword, nor will ever fuffer any of that Family, or 
of any other whatfoever to be King in Rome; ye 
Gods, I call you to witnefs this my Oath. This 
faid, he prefented the Dagger to Collatinus, Lucre- 
tius, Valerius, and the reft of the Company, and 
it «« engaged them to take the fame Oath, Thefe 
na «© noble Romanus, ftruck with Amazement at the 
4 ‘* prodigious Appearance of Wifdom in one they 
were ufed to regard as an Idiot, look’d on him 
as infpired, and fubmitted entirely to his Conduct. 
i He then let them know that his Folly had been 
HS «* only ieigned ; he exhorted them to defer lamenting 
Hi << the Death of Lucretia to another time, to behave 
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ie ‘< only of revenging it ; and he adviled them to 
re <- begin by fhutting the Gates of Rome, and placing a 
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‘¢ trufty Guard to fecure them, that no-body might 
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go out the City to give notice at the Camp of 
what was doing. This Counfel was approved, 
and as Lucretius had been left Governor of the 
City by Tarquin, was put in execution without dif- 
ficulty. 

‘© Then Brutus, caufing the yet bleeding Lucretia 
to be carried co the Place where the Comitia were 
ufually held, and placing the Corps where it might 
be feen by every-body, ordered the People to be 
called together. By a furprifing Inftance of good 
Fortune, he happened to be legally invefted with 
the Power of Affembling the Comitia, this Right was 
annexed to the Office of Tribune, or chief Com- 
mander of the King’s Horfe-Guards, which Tar- 
quin had given him, becaufe he thought him in- 
capable of ufing it to his Difadvantage. When 
the Multitude were affembled, the imagined Idiot, 
to their great Surprize, addreffing himfelf to them, 
began with an Apology for his prefuming to 
{peak in publick on fo important an Occafion ; 
he in few Words explained to them all the My- 
ftery of his paft Conduct, and the Neceffity he 
had been under for more than twenty Years toge- 
ther, of counterfeiting Folly, as the only Means 
to preferve his Life after the Murder of his Father 
and elder Brother. He then proceeded to tell 
them the Refolution the Paéricians were come to 
of depofing the Tyrant, and prefs’d them in the 
{trongeft Terms toconcur in that Defign, He enus 
merated the Crimes by which Tarquin, in concert 
with the wicked Tullia, had made his way to 
the Throne. He put them in mind of Aruns 
Tarquinius (the Tyrant’s Brother) and the elder 
Tullia, both Perfons of lovely Difpofitions, and 
both treacheroufly poifoned, he by his Wife the 
prefent Queen, fhe by her Hufband the prefent 
King; the criminal Nuptials that followed thefe 
fecret Murders, and the horrid Tragedy that fol- 
lowed thofe Nuptials: Servius Tullius, the jufteft, 
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¢s the mildeft, the moft beneficent of Kings, openly 
¢* affaffinated, and the cruel Zullia riding in triumph 
«* over the Body of her expiring Father. 

Here our Author inferts a fet and moft pathetic 
Oration, which Brutus went on to pronounce on this 
melancholy and affecting Occafion, It is taken from 
Livy and Diony/fius, and is wonderfully calculated to 
excite the tendereft Paffions, and inflame the enraged 
Multitude. When it is over our Hiftorian proceeds 
in this Manner: | 
‘© Brutus’s Harangue was often interrupted by the 
Acclamations of the People. Some wept at the 
Remembrance of paft Sufferings; others out of 
Joy, at the Hopes of a more happy Government ; 
and every one called out for Arms. But Brutus 
did not judge it proper to arm the People, till 
they had firft confirmed, by their Suffrages, a 
Decree of the Senate, which was to this Effect ; 
It deprived Tarquin of all] the Prerogatives be- 
longing to the Regal Authority, condemned him 
and all his Pofterity to perpetual Banifhment, 
and devoted to the Gods of Hell every Roman 
who fhould hereafter by Word or Deed endeavour 
his Reftoration. The Curie being affembled, and 
the Matter propofed, they were all unanimous in 
confirming the Senate’s Decree. 

After thete two Pieces of Hiftory, that our Au- 
thor may be fhewn in different Attitudes, I fhall pre- 
fent the Reader with two or three perfonal Characters 
drawn by him, that fo he may frame an Idea, how the 
biographical (which is indeed the very fmalleft) Part 
of this Performance is executed. The firft is chat of 
the famous Caius Marcus Coriolanus, whofe well- 
known Refentments had like to have utterly fubvert- 
ed the Roman Republick: 
*¢ This great Captain was defcended from one of 
the moft illuftrious Patrician Families in Rome. 
He received the Surname of Coriolanus, for having 
taken, Sword in Hand, Corioli, one of the chief 
Towns of the Vo//ci, Having loft his Father in 
‘¢ his 
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his Infancy, he was educated with great Care by 
his Mother Veturia, a Woman of auftere Virtue, 
who omitted no Methods to infpire her own Sen- 
timents into her Son. 

“© Coriolanus had an excellent Underftanding, was 
frugal, diftinterefted, of ftrict Probity, and in- 
violably attach’d to the Obfervation of the Laws. 
Thefe pacifick Virtues were never known to be 
accompanied with a more exalted Courage, or 
fuch a Capacity for the Art of War; he feemed 
to have been born a General; but he was harfh 
and imperious in Command; as fevere to other 
Men as to himfelf; a generous Friend, an impla- 
cable Enemy, too haughty for a Republick. Sa- 
tisfied with the Uprightnefs of his own Intentions, 
he negleéted thofe Arts of Management and Infi- 
nuation fo neceflary in a State founded upon Equa- 
lity and Moderation.” Targuin’s Character is 


fhorter than the foregoing : 
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‘© Tarquin, fays he, had feveral of thofe Endow- 
ments and Qualifications which enter into the Cha-. 
racter of a Hero; intrepid Courage, Experience 
in Arms, an excellent Capacity for Negotiations, 
an Addrefs whereby, even in Banifhment and when 
divefted of all Power, he could alienate from the 
Romans their ancient Allies, and unite thofe Allies 
againit bis Enemies, an Invention fruitful in Ex- 
pedients, and a fteady Refolution never to quit 
his Claim to Empire but with Life. All thefe. 
made an Affemblage of Qualities not to be de- 
{fpifed. But with thefe he had alfo fuch a ftrange 
Compofition in his Nature of the moft extravagant 
Vices, as could not but prove fatal to his ufurped 
Tyranny. 

Valerius, who was Conful 4. R. 410, and com- 


manded again{t the Samuites, is thus characterifed: 


66 
4 
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66 


Never was Conful more popular; never was Ge- 
neral more tenderly beloved by his Soldiers. He 
took a Pleafure in mixing with them, and fharing 
the Labours of the meaneft amongft them. He 

, ‘¢ frequently 
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<< frequently made one at their Diverfions, whe- 
ther Wreftling or Running, and did not difdain 
to enter the Lifts with a common Soldier. He 
always kept his Temper, and, whether victorious 
or vanquifhed in thefe Exercifes, his Countenance 
never changed. He was continually beftowing 
Favours, but with a juft Regard to Times and 
Perfons. He was eafy in his private Converfation, 
and gave every Man full liberty to exprefs his Sen- 
timents in his own Manner ; but as for himfelf, 
he ever maintained a certain Dignity in his Dif- 
<< courfes, It is natural for Troops to love and re- 
«¢ fpect a General of this Character. And accord- 
«¢ ingly when he led them againft the Enemy, they 
marched out of the Camp with a more than ufual 
«s Ardour for Victory. 

One is charmed with what he relates of the Gene- 
rofity and filial Piety of Titus, the Son of Manlius 
the Dictator. Manlius was univerfally hated for the 
Cruelty of his Nature, and exceffive Severity; fhewn 
no lefs to his own Blood and Kindred than to Stran- 
gers. Being profecuted by the Tribunes of the Peo- 
ple, among other things they accufed him of inhu- 
manly and barbaroufly treating this very Son Jitus, 
for no juft Caufe, and merely on account of fome 
natural Defects, he having an Impediment in_ his 
Speech, and appearing of a weak Capacity; for 
which Reafons only, he had confined him to the 
Country, where he made him work like one of his 
Slaves, | 

‘© Manlius had a Copy of his Accufation given 
«¢ him, and twenty-feven Days to prepare for his De- 
<«¢ fence.. All were highly exafperated againft him, 
** except the Son himfelf, who hearing of what paff- 
ed, and not being able to endure the Thought that 
he too fhould furnifh Matter of Accufation againft 
his Father ; and to the End that Gods and Men 
might know how far he was from wifhing to 
give his Father’s Enemies any Affiftance, he re- 
iolved upon a moft extraordinary Method to delt- 
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ver him, a Method (as Livy obferves) fuitable to 
his ruftick Education and Character, but laudable 
for the filial Piety that infpired it. Early in the 
Morning he privately and alone left the Village 
to which he had been banifhed, came to Rome, 
nor ftopt till he arrived at the Door of Pomponius 
the Tribune, who was not yet up. He fent him 
word that the Son of Manlius defired to fpeak 
with him about an Affair that would admit of no 
delay. The Tribune believing the young Man 
was come either to thank him for the Concern he 
had taken in his Misfortunes, or perhaps to dif- 
cover to him fome new Proofs of his Father’s Se- 
verity, ordered him to be brought in. Manlius, 
as foon as they had faluted each other, defired to 
fpeak with him in private without Witnefies; up- 
on which every-body prefent was ordered to re- 
tire. Then the young Man drawing out a Po.~ 
niard, and ftanding over the Tribune, threaten’d to 
run him through, if he did not immediately and 
folemnly fwear to defift from the Profecution of 
his Father. . Pomponius was too much terrified not 
to fwear whatever the other was pleafed to dictate ; 
and he excufed himfelf afterwards to the-People 
for his dropping the Profecution, by alledging the 
Oath that had been extorted from him. The Peo- 
ple were not difpleafed at the bold Enterprize of a 
Son in Favour of a Father, which was the more 
laudable, inafmuch as the Father’s Severity had | 
not been able to leffen the filial Piety of the Son. 
So that not only the Father was difcharg’d, but 
the Affair ended much to the Honour of young 
Manlius, who the fame Year was promoted, by the 
Suffrages of the People, to one of the moft im- 
portant Poftsof the Army.” In fhort, his Merit, 


as our Author fays, foon raifed him above the Mif- 
fortunes of his Education, and he fuftained with great 
Dignity and Succefs, the higheft Offices of the State, 
But while he continued under Command in the Field, 
he gave a moft illuftrious Proof of his Courage, 


The 
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The Romans were engaged againft the Gazls, 
While the two Armies lay within Call of each other, 
a Bridge only parting them, ‘* One of the Enemy, 
<< of a gigantic Size, advanced upon the Bridge, 
<< and challenged the ftouteft of the Romans to fin- 
«¢ gle Combat. His extraordinary Stature ftruck 
«* fuch a Terror into the braveft, that not one of them 
‘s for a long time durft enter the Lifts againft him. 
*s Young Manlius alone, who had {fo remarkably 
“¢ fignalized his Piety to his Father, thought be had 
<s found a Danger worthy of his Valour. He went 
«s to the Diéfator, and afked Permiffion of him to 

¢ encounter the Gaul: For, faid he, tho’ I were fure 
‘ of Vidtory, I would never fight out of my Rank 
© without your Command ; but if you will give me 
‘ Leave, I will fhew that huge Beaft, that I am 
‘6 defcended from the fame Family which drove. the 
<¢ Gauls headlong from the Capitol. Go, Manlius, 
<< anfwered the Dictator, and be as courageous for 
<* the Glory of thy Country, as thou waft for the De- 
¢ fence of thy Father. The two Champions came 
foon to an Engagement. Manlius had for this 
¢ Combat a fhort Sword made both for cutting and 
ftabbing, and, artfully getting within the long one 
of his Enemy, gave him two Stabs, and laid 
him breathlefs on the Ground. The Event of 
this fingle Combat feemed to the Gauls to be fo 

bad an Omen for the reft of the War, that they a- 

bandoned their Camp in the Night, and retired in 

the beft manner they could into their own Coun- 
try. 

I fhall finith this Article when I have tranfcribed a 
Paffage or two concerning Pyrrbus, King of Epirus, 
who, for perfonal Bravery and martial Skill, was, as 
Mr. Hooke fays, renowned above all the Grecian Com- 
manders of that time. 

‘© This Prince was defcended from Achilles by his 
«© Son Neoptolemus (or Pyrrbhus) who conquered’ £- 
‘© pirus, reigned there himfelf, and left the Throne 
‘to his Pofterity. Being yet an Infant at the 

© Breaft, 
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Breaft, when his Father Zacides was dethroned by 
his Subjects, he was conveyed through Variety of 
Dangers into I/lyricum, where Glaucias the King 
of that Country took care of him, and educated 
him with his own Children. When Pyrrbus had 
attained to twelve Years of Age, Glaucias at the 
Head of a great Army entered Epirus, and placed 
him on the Throne of his Anceftors; but when 
he was feventeen Years old, the Epirots, rebelling 
again, drove him from his Kingdom, and forced 
him to feek Refuge in the Dominions of Deme- 
trius, the Hufband of his Sifter Deidamia. De- 
meirius was then Mafter of Greece and a great 
Part of Afia. Pyrrbus ferved under him in his 
Wars againft Ptolomy King of Egypt, and gained 
great Applaufe by his Courage and Conduct at 
the fambus Battle of Jp/us in Phrygia, where fo 
many Kings were prefent ; and when a Peace was 
made between Demetrius and Ptolomy, Pyrrbus 
was fent to Egypt, as one of the Hoftages to fe- 
cure the Performance of the Treaty. Here he be- 
haved himfelf with fo much Prudence and Ad- 
drefs as to gain univerfal Efteem and Admirati- 
on ; and he made his Court fo fuccefsfully to Be- 
renice, the favourite Queen, that fhe gave him in 
Marriage Antigone, her Daughter by a former 
Hufband. Having by this Alliance engaged Pio- 
lomy to affift him with Money and Troops, he re-_ 
covered his own Kingdom: after which he made 
himfelf Mafter of Macedon , but being difpoffefied 
of it again by Ly/imachus, retired into Epirus.— 
‘© This great Warrior had in his Countenance a 
Majefty, that was rather terrible than auguft. In 
a Day of Battle he was thought to refemble Alex- 
ander in Look, Agility, Impetuofity, and Strength 
of Arm. His confummate Knowledge in the Art 
of War appeared even from the Books he wrote 
upon that Subjeét. Antigonus being afk'd, who 
was the greateft Captain (of that time) an{wered, 


* Pyrruus, if he lives to be-old: But Hannibal 
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«s afterwards, {peaking of great Commanders in ge- 
<< neral, gave Pyrrbus the firft Place in the whole 
«¢ Lift. War was indeed his only Study, and the 
‘¢ only Science he thought worthy of a Prince. Ne- 


~ 


vr 


verthelefs he had a great Share of Humanity in his 
natural Temper, was affable and familiar to his 
<¢ Friends, not eafily provoked to Anger, and the 
«© moft ardent of all Men living to requite Obliga- 
<< tions. For which Reafon, when ropus died, 
<< who had done him important Services, he could not 
«¢ bear it with any moderation. Not becaufe bis 
<¢ Friend had paid the indifpenfable Tribute to Nature 
(to die, he faid, «was common to all) but becaufe he 
himfelf, by Delays, had loft the Opportunity of re- 
quiting the Kindneffes he had receiv’d from him. 

«© His chief Faults were boundlefs Ambition, and 
«<<a ftrange Inconftancy in the purfuit of its Ob- 
<¢ jects. Fond of a new Enterprize, he was always 
«< ready to quit it, how fucceisfully foever begun, 
«¢ the moment that a newer prefented itlelf to his 
Imagination, Whatever, fays PLuTarcn, he 
acquired by his Exploits, he loft by his vain Hopes, 
His Impatience to purfue what he had not yet at- 
tained would not let him fecure what he had al- 
<< ready won; which made Axztigonus compare him 
«© to a Man at Dice, who has admirable Fortune, 
<< but plays ill. 

Tho’ an Idea of this Hiftory cannot be formed 
from this, or the foregoing Specimens [ have exhi- 
bited, the Reader may thereby fee how well qualified 
the ingenious Author is for writing it. It will pro- 
bably in a little time depreciate all we have already 
had of this People in our Language. The celebrated 
M. Rollin having finifhed the Grecian Story, has, at 
the univerfal Requelt of his Auditors, undertaken 
‘that of the Romans; if Mr. Hooke would do the re- 
verfe, and when he has completed the Roman Hitto- 
ry, would digeft that of the Greeks with the fame 
Accuracy, Eloquence and Judgment, as are confpi- 
cuous in this Performance, he woyld not only gratify 
his 
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his particular Friends, but confer an Honour and Be- 
nefit upon his Country. 





ARTICLE XIX. 

The Book of Religion, Ceremonies, and Prayers 
of the Jews, as practifed in their Synagogues 
and Families on all Occafions; on their Sab- 
bath and other Holidays throughout the Year. 
To which is added a Preface fhewing the In- 
tent of the Whole. The Contents, and an In- 
dex, with the Title of each Prayer made 
ee with many remarkable Objervations 
and Relations of the Rabbies: allwhich are 
what the modern Jews religioufly objerve. 
Tranflatedimmediately from the Hebrew, dy 
GAMALIEL BEN PEDAHZzUR, Gent. Lon- 
don: Printed for J. Wilcox, at Virgil’s- 
Head, oppofite to the New-Church in the 
Strand. 1738. Odctavo, Pages 387, befides 
fome fhort Appendages. 


J F this Collection be really what the Author pre- 
tends, it is far from being any Honour to the. 
People it refers to: A heap of fuch abfurd and fu- 
perftitious Notions and Practices are neither worthy 
ofeGod, nor of thofe who affume the Character of 
his peculiar Heritage: I am perfuaded it does not ap- 
pear in the World with their Approbation; unlefs 
they are blinder than I can imagine them to be, and 
can regard thofe things with Efteem and Veneration, 
as their own, which they muft contemn and ridicule 
in others. I would not be underftood to mean that 
every thing we find in this Volume is of a defpicable 
Nature ; fevera] things may deferve a more favoura- 
ble Title ; but as that is due to the greateft Parc of 
what goes under the Denomination of their Cere- 

mois, 
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monies; fo even much of that which is of a more 
fublime Nature, confifting of Prayers and Devotions, 
is but low and infipid ; and would be {carcely tolera- 
ble, were it not for the Scripture-paflages that are fo 
frequent therein. It feems as if Mr. Pedabzur nad 
much fuch an Opinion of thefe Things himfelf ; bue 
he hopes no-body will perufe what he has wrote con- 
cerning them with a fcofing Temper, becaufe it 
appears, from fevera] Places, which he quotes out of 
the Old and New Teffaments, that thofe whom they 
relate to are {till to be efteemed too much in God's 
Favour to be made a Jeft of. Whether his Readers 
will be influenced to a due Serioufnefs by the Motive 
he propofes, I know not; my Bufinefs is only to Jay 
before mine a brief Summary of what it is that he 
would have us forbear laughing at. 

This Performance is divided into two Parts. The 
firft containing the Ceremonies of the Fews, the aft 
their Formulary of Worfhip. Under the firft of 
thefe Heads we have, among many other Particulars, 
an Account of what they are to do as foon as out of 
Bed ; the Manner of wafhing their Hands; the 
Words to be repeated before they wip their Hands ; 
the Order in which they are obliged to put on their 
Cloaths ; all the Myftery of their Fringes and 
Frontlets ; their Ufages towards the Sick and 
Dead ; and their Method of preventing too great a 
Mortality in one Family ; their Manner of Mourn- 
ing; their Obligation for eating hard Eggs at their 
Return from the Burying-Ground ; the Ceremonial 
of their Courtfhips and Marriages; their Rabbies 
Opinions for promoting the Begetting of Sons ; the 
Grace they fay after taking a Maidenhead ; their 
Conceit about the Efficacy of the Forefkin of a 
circumcifed Child, for the promoting of Pregnancy ; 
the Occafion of the Yewi/h Men’s debauching our 
Women ; their Notion of three Books being opened 
in Heaven on their New-year’s-Day and Day of 
Reconciliation ; their Way of living on their.Sab- 
bath Days, and on feveral of their Fafts ; their 

. Prayer 
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Prayer to the New-Moon: every Month ; their 
Belief concerning the aforefaid Prayer to the Moon ; 
their Ceremony performed in the Interpretation of 
bad Dreams ;__ their Fancies concerning Apparitions, 
evil Spirits, Witchcraft, and an evil Eye ;_ their 
Manner of guarding again{ft Accidents from an evil 
Eye, and of curing Diftempers proceeding from 
it, with the ufual Price for fuch Cures ; their mar- 
ried Women’s Defire at coming from their Baths; 
odd Circumftances of their conjugal Embraces; and 
fome very ridiculous Notions and Practices with re- 
ference to the Reafon of them; many of their whim- 
fical fabbatical Obfervances of their Cuftom of going 
to Bed every Sabbath after Dinner, and their Rab- 
hies Command for drawing the Curtains clofe ;  thofe 
learned Simpletons Opinion about a Man’s making 
Water with his Face towards the Bed; various 
Ufages concerning the killing and preparing of their 
Food ; and, to name no more, their Divifion of 
the five Books of Mo/es into Sections, with their 
Method of reading them in their Synagogues, 

I fhall here adjoin a few Paffages relating to fome 
of the foregoing Particulars, 

In their putting on their Cloaths, our Author tells 
us, they always obferve to put on the right Shoe and 
Stocking firft, and to put their Right-Arm and Right- 
Leg into the Waiftcoat and Breeches firft, froma 
Belief that dreffing otherwife would prejudice the 
Memory, and that whilft their Garments are off, the 
evil Spirits get intothem in the Night-time, and are 
apt to injure Perfons that put their Cloaths on left- 
handed ; and for the fame Reafon they are never to 
put on a Coat and Waiftcoat both at once, but each 
feparate. 

If there happens many Burials out of one Family, 
foon after one another, the furviving Relation, of the 
neareft Affinity in the Blood, takes a Padlock, and 
locks it when the Coffin is put into the Ground, and 
then he flings the Lock into the Grave with the 
Corpfe, and flings away the Key above — ; 
whic 
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which is to put a ftop to Mortality in the faid 
Family. 

All Perfons of the Male Kind, young or old, 
when their Father or Mother die, muft attend the 
Synagogue twice every Day, for a whole Twelve- 
month, from the feventh Day after the Burial, and 
there take their turns in faying what they call the 
Orphans Caddifh, The Saying of this Caddifh is 
thought to give the Parent for whom it is faid a 
Lift to Heaven higher and higher, as often as it is 
repeated. 

Ac their Circumcifions the Godfather has the Child 
in his Lap on a Pillow or Cufhion during the Opera- 
tion ; and next to the Chair on which the Godfather 
is feated, there ftands another Chair with a Cufhion 
on it, on the which they fay Elias the Prophet is 
invifibly feated. Before the Circumcifion is begun, 
the Clerk of the Synagogue, ftanding before the 
Altar, fells the Infant’s Forefkin, that is to be cut 
off, by Auction to the beft Bidder, which is gene- 
rally purchafed by a new-married Man for his Wife 
to carry about her in a Box, believing it to promote 
Fruitfulnefs of the Womb. 

On the Day of Reconciliation they are not per- 
mitted to wear Leather Shoes or Slippers in their 
Synagogues, becaufe they are to have nothing about 
them that comes from a Calf, or its Skin, on account 
of the Sin of the molten Calf; + and therefore fuch 
poor ews as have no Cloth or other fort of Shoes, 
mutft be bare-footed, or in theirStockings only, dur- 
ing the Time of their Prayers in the Synagogue for 
that Day. On the fame Day they are likewife not 
allowed to wear Rings or other Ornaments of Jewels, 
or of Gold or Silver Plate, becaufe that the faid 
molten Calf was produced from the like rich Prefents 
given by the murmuring Fews to Aaron the Prieft, 
for the making of the faid Calf for them to adore ; 
wherefore as the Lord was greatly provok’d at that 
Sin, they deem it prefumptuous, that, on the Day of 

Recon- 
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Reconciliation, they fhould wear any thing that may 
put him in mind of it again, 

On the New-year’s-Days they falute each other 
with wifhing them to be wrif/e or /ealed tor a good 
Year ; from a Belief they have, that on the New- 
years-Day and Day of Reconciliation, three Books 
are Jaid open before the Almighty in Heaven; in 
one of which the Righteous are mark’d down im- 
mediately to live that Year next enfuing ; and in the 
other the Wicked are mark’d down immediately for 
Death in that Year; and the Fate of the indifferent 
fort of Livers is lett unmark’d in the third Book, 
untill the twenty-fecond Day of the fame « onti, 
called the great Salvation, on which Day the Con- 
clufion and laft Sentence of every Man’s Doom is 
fealed. 

Their Feaft of Tabernacles is celebrated eight 
Days, during which they eat and drink, and fome 
even fleep every Night in their Tabernacles. And 
in their Synagogues they have a Citron in their Lett- 
hand, anda Branch of Palm in their Right ; to which 
Branch they tie a Bunch of Willows of the Brook, 
and a Bunch of thick Boughs of Mirtle, and with 
thefe Weapons in hand they hold both their Hands 
clofe together ; and whilft the Reader fings fome fet 
Paffages, they exercife with the Palm-Branch, fhak- 
ing the Point of it firft three times towards the Eaft, 
then three times towards the South, then three times 
towards the Weft, then three times towards the North, 
then three times towards the Heavens, and Jatt of all 
three times towards the Earth ; whereby they fuppole 
they chace away all the evil Spirits hovering about 
the Synagogue to intercept their Prayers, and hinder 
them from going up to Heaven, ‘The feventh Day 
of this Holiday they call the great Salvation: on 
that Day in the Morning every Few hath a frefh 
Bunch of Willows of the Brook in his Hand, be- 
fides the Palm-Branch and Citron, &c. And dur- 
ing the Prayers peculiar to that Morning, the Rea- 
der with his Palm-Branch Weapons leads the Way, 
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and all the reft, with the fame Weapons in hand, 
follow him feven times round the Altar; which 
done, every Man returns to his Place, and beats off 
the Leaves of his frefh Bunch of Willows abovefaid ; 
and he who leaves the feweft Leaves on his Bunch, 
is reckoned to have the feweft Sins left unforgiven ; 
this being the Day, aforementioned, on which the mid- 
dling fort of Livers have their Doom fet down in 
the third Book in Heaven. 

The Holiday called Purim, they obferve as a 
Carnival for their Deliverance from Hammon ; and 
in the Evening and Morning of that Feftival, they 
read the whole Book of Ejfher in their Synagogue. 
And every time the Reader pronounces the Name 
of Hammon, all the Fews, young and old, ftamp 
their Feet on the Floor, by way of treading Ham- 
mon down ; and the Children have generally Ham- 
mers with them at the Synagogue to knock Ham- 
mon quite down: This is done to render his Me- 
mory as obnoxious as they can. All the Ceremony 
out of the Synagogue confifts in Feafting ; and he 
who gets fo drunk that he cannot diftinguifh be- 
tween the Bleflings of Mordecai, or the Curfing of 
Hammon, is efteemed a valuable Few. 

On the Feaft they keep in Commemoration of their 
receiving the Law, their Synagogues areadorn’d with 
Flowers, and in their Houfes their Tables and Floors 
are alfo fet off with them and other Greens, in Re- 
membrance of their ftanding in the open Field un- 
der the Mount Sinai, on that folemn Occafion, They 
fay that on this Day every Soul of them was at the 
Foot of the Mount, and heard the Voice of the Lord 
{peaking the Ten Commandments to Mo/es. They fay 
likewife, that the Lord offered to give his holy 
Law to every one of the other Nations feparately, 
and that none of them would accept of it, for fear 
it might be too difficult for them to obferve ; but 
as ioon as God offered it to them thro’? Mo/es, they 
accepted of its but ftill the Lord miftrufting that 
tacy might change their Minds when they came to 
receive 
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receive it from Mo/es at the Bottom of the Mount, 
he therefore raifed the Mount, fo as to hang over 
their Heads, like a Roof of a Houfe, and told 
them, if they would receive his Law, it were well; 
if not, he would let fall the Mount upon them, and 
they fhould all be buried under it ; upon which they 
all cried out, We will obey it and hear it; for which 
Reafon of their promifing to obey firft, before they 
afked to hear it, the Lord was pleafed to let the 
Mount down to its own Place again, and delivered 
the Law to them with Chearfulnefs. 

Every Month, after the third Day of the new Moon, 
every Few is obliged, either by himfelf, or the 
whole Congregation, to falute the Moon with a 
Prayer after the following Manner. They gene- 
rally chufe a Night for it, when a great many of 
them are affembled together at the Synagogue, and 
after Prayers they go in a Body toa Place in fome 
Square or Street, where they can fee the Moon 
beft, and there they all look up at the Moon; and 
one of the Number begins the Ceremony, and all 
the reft repeat after him, wiz. 

Bleffed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the 
World, who with his Word created the Heavens, and 
with the Breath of his Mouth the heavenly Hofts: A 
Statute and a Time he gave unto them, that they 
fhould not vary from their Orders, they were glad, 
and they rejoiced to obey the Will of their Maker ; 
the Maker 1s true, and bis Works are true: And unto 
the Moon be faid, that fhe fhall monthly renew her 
Crown and ber Beauty toward the Fruit of the 
Womb; for they hereafter fhall be renewed like unto 
her, to beautify unto their Creator for the Glory of bis 
Name, and of his Kingdom. Bleffed art thou, O 
Lord, the Renewer of the Months. 

Then they fay three times : 

Bleffed is thy Former, bleffed is thy Maker, bleffed 
1s thy Purchafer, bleffed is thy Creator. 

Then they jump three times with both Feet from 
the Ground, and fay three times: | 
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As well as I jump towards thee, and cannot reach 
to touch thee, fo fhall none of my Enemies be able to 
touch me for barm. 

Then they fay three times: 

Fear and Dread fhall fall upon thems by the 
Greatne/s of thine Arm they foall be as fiill as a Stone. 
As a Stone they fhall be frill by thy Arm’s Greatne/s 5 
Dread and Fear on them Jhall fall. 

Then they fay three times to each other : 

Peace unto ye, unto ye Peace. David, King of 
Ifrael, liveth and fubjifteth. 

The Fews believe, that after they have performed 
the foregoing Ceremony towards the Moon, they 
fhall not die in the fame Month ; which makes them 
all very obferving of ic. 

I believe the Reader has had enough of this Stuff ; 
but he that has not, may confult the Book itlelf, 
where he will find many other Particulars no lefs ri- 
diculous than thefe I have cited, and fome yet more 
{tupid and fhocking. 

The Sequel of this Volume is the Fewi/h Liturgy, 
containing Morning and Evening Service of every 
Day in the Week; as likewife the Prayers for Fri- 
day Night; for the Sabbath Day ; for Saturday 
Night; for the firft Day of their Month; for their 
Holidays of the Paffover, Whitfuntide, and Taber- 
nacles ; for their New-Year’s-Day; for the tenth Day 
of their New-Year ; the Ceremoniale of taking the 
Law of Moj/es out of the Altar and putting it in 
again, with the Prayer called the Gomel; alfo the 
Manner of making Offerings, 7c. the Chapters of 
the Law as read every Saturday, with the correfpond- 
ing Sections out of the Prophets ; and, finally, Forms 
of private Devotion. 
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ARTICLE Xx. 


The Nicene and Athanafian Creeds, fo far as 
they are expreffive of a Co-equal and Coe- 
ternal Trinity in Unity, and of perfeét God- 
bead and Manbood in one only Chrift, ex- 
plain’d and confirm’d by the Holy Scriptures ; 
in a Manner adapted to common Appreben- 
fons. In eight Sermons preached in Part at 
the Lady Moyer’s Leé#ure, in the Cathedral 
of St. Paul, London, zm the Years 1733 and 
1734. and fince compleated, with large Ad- 
ditions, Notes, and References, for the Ufe 
of the Religious and Studious Youth, in our 
two Univerfities. By CHARLES WHEATLY, 
M. A. Vicar of Furneux-Pelham, zz Hert- 
fordfhire. London: Printed for John Nourfe, 

at the Lamb without Temple-Bar, 1738. 

Odtavo. Pages 448. befides feveral large 

A ppendages. 


HIS Work is intended for the Inftruction and 
Edification of common Chbriffians; Such as 
are endued with a moderate Capacity to underftand ; 
an honeft Heart defirous of Truth, but contented 
with it; and a Submiffion to the Divine Authority 
of Scripture, upon which alone all Doétrines which 
are Matters of mere Revelation muft neceffarily de- 
pend. To thefe our Author thought it would be a 
ufeful Undertaking, if thofe two fundamental Do- 
€trines of the facred Trinity, and the Union of the 
two Natures in Chrift, which have with fuch Com- 
pafs of Learning, with fuch found Judgment, and 
fuch very clofe and folid Reafonings, been vindi- 
cated and cleared from the Glofles and Abufes of 
Hereticks of all Kinds, and reftored to that Sim- 
plicity in which they were held in the firft and 
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pureft Ages of the Church, fhould now be repre- 
fented in a plain, eafy and regular Way, and fo as 
any Chrif/tians, who are defirous of looking into the 
Grounds of their Faith, may readily fee and appre- 
hend both what the Catholick Faith is, and what 
Authority there is for believing it, This is what our 
Author had in view in this Treatife ; and he has exe- 
cuted that Defign, as he fays, in fuch a manner, as that 
thofe who are defirous to look deeper into thefe fun- 
damental Articles of our Religion, and to be ac- 
quainted with the various Oppofitions and Herefies 
that at times have rifen in the Church concerning 
them, may here find fome little Help at fetting out, 
and alfo be directed where to take in frefh Light in the 
purfuit of their Enquiries, when this fhall fail them. 
For he had an eye, as he tells us alfo in his Title- 
page, to the Youth in our Univerfities ; and more 
particularly to young Beginners in the Study of Di- 
vinity : For whofe fake he has not only purfued fome 
Points in the Difcourfes themfelves further than o- 
therwife he needed to have done; but he has likewife 
fubjoined an Appendix to the third Difcourfe, and 
prefix’d a Prowmium to the fixth, and another to the 
feventh, together with large Notes and References 
through the Whole. So that he has endeavoured to 
render the Work, not only a Syftem of the Do¢trine 
of the Trinity and the Incarnation, fo far as it is 
taught in our three Creeds, for the Edification and 
Ule of private Chriftians; but alfo an InstiTuTE 
or Introduction to the Study of the Controverfy, for 
the Ufe of the Studious and the more Inquifitive. 
To this End, he has digefted the whole Doétrine 
and Controverfy both, into diftinét and regular 
Branches: And in treating of thefe Heads, he has 
every-where been careful to give the Reader a clear 
Notion of every Article, before he enters upon the 
Proof of it; that he may not complain of the Evi- 
dence being produced, before he has a diftinét Idea 
of the Queftion. And, generally fpeaking, he has 
not only apprifed us of what the Church holds con- 
cerning 
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cerning thefe Articles, but has told us alfo what it is 
that the Adverfaries of our Faith object againft them ; 
and thefe Objections he has placed in the faireft 
and ftrongeft Light he was able. There is one thing, 
which, he tells us, he has religioufly obferved; and 
that is, not to cite the Words of any Writer in Fa- 
vour of a Doétrine which the Author himfelf does 
not hold, or in any other Senfe than what he intended: 
This he calls a very low and fhameful Praétice, and 
with great Indignation charges it upon the late Dr. 
Clarke, whom he accufes of meanly ftooping to it, 
and for which he ought to be much blamed, and to 
be given up even by his Admirers *. 

That no material Error might efcape him, at leaft 
nothing different to what his Predecefiors in this Lec- 
ture have either preached or publifhed before him, 
he defired and obtained the Perufal and Correction of 
the MSS. Copy of this Treatife, by three of the Gen- 
tlemen who were very early engaged in it: Thefe 
were Dr. Fames Knight, late Vicar of St. Sepulchre’s, 
in London, Dr. Daniel Waterland, and Dr. William 
Berriman: Perfons for whom he exprefles the higheft 
Veneration, and to the firft of whom in particular 
he owns himfelf under the deepeft Obligations, To 
the judicious Obfervations of thefe Cenfors, our Au- 
thor modeftly attributes much of the Correétnefs of 
this Performance ; and from thence he takes Courage 
to promife the Reader, that he will meet with nothing 
therein either Heretical or Erroneous, nothing but 
what is agreeable as to the Doctrine of the Church 
of England in particular, fo alfo to the Faith of the 
Church univerfal in the firft and pureft Ages of Chri- 
ftianity. Thus far we owe the Hiftory of this Piece 
to the Author’s Preface. 

After that and other ufual Preliminaries, viz. The 
Title, Dedication, and Table of Contents, the firft 

* It is well our Author, in the midft of his Anger, was fo juft 
as to adjoin to his Reproof a Paflage of the Doétor, which contains 
the Reafon of the Conduét that is here fo bitterly cenfur’'d: Such 
as attend to it, without refiecting on that great Man's Heterodoxy 


in the Article of the ‘Trinity, will perhaps fee very little Ground 
for Mr. Wheatly’s Exclamations. 
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thing that accofts us in this Volume is a General Pro- 
@mium; containing, an Exhortation to the ferious 
and well-difpofed Laity of the Church of England: 
fhewing, that the Dottrines of the Trinity, and of 
the Incarnation, are Doctrines, as of very high Im- 
portance, fo of general Concern. Herein our Author 
takes notice, that Endeavours have been ufed of late 
to perfuade fuch People as his Difcourfes are chiefly 
calculated for, that thefe Points of Divinity are what 
they are no way concerned in. — A private Chriftian, 
chey will cell you, may worfhip God acceptably, 
without knowing whether he be one Perfon only or 
three; and a good Liver will certainly be faved, 
without concerning himfelf whether his Saviour be 
God or not. 

But he warns us againft being fo deceived, and 
thereupon he makes thefe pertinent Queries: Has 
God fent down his Son from Heaven, to make a Re- 
velation which fhal] only ferve to furnifh ,Matter 
for Wrangling and Difpute? Are the Clergy only 
concerned in the great Difcoveries of the Golpel? 
and have the Laity, which conftitute the Body of 
the Church, no Intereft therein? When it is revealed 
that there are three Divine Perfons in the Godhead, 
all gracioufly co-operating, and one of them taking 
Flefh, and dying to redeem Mankind ; is it indiffe- 
rent whether the Bulk of Mankind be ever made ac- 
quainted with this? or whether common or private 
Chriftians be inftruéted in it? — Can it be imagined 
that the only begotten Son of God fhould cloath 
himfelf with Flefh, and converfe with Mankind, for 
the fake of revealing Myfteries to them not worth 
their knowing? and that the Holy Ghoft fhould in- 
fpire the Apoftles and Evangelifts, to tranfmit to 

ofterity Books and Doétrines, which even they that 
have them need not concern themfelves to under- 
ftand? No furely: For the Proof of which he refers 
the Reader to his eighth Difcourfe, which he hopes 
will convince him that Jesus, the Author and Hi- 
nifoer of our Faith, revealed it in order that it wa" 
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be every where proclaimed: That he exprefly com- 
manded the Gofpel to be preached in all the World, 
and to every Creature: That this Gofpel, among 
other Doétrines, moft certainly includes in it thofe of 
a Trinity in Unity to be worfhipped, and of Fefus 
Chrift the Son of God being perfet? God as well as 
Man; That the Belief of this Gofpel, of thefe 
Points more efpecially, is required by our Lord of 
every individual Perfon that would be faved: That 
without the Belief of them no Man would undertake, 
or could hope to perform Chrift?s moral Commands ; 
Faith being as neceffary to affift him in his Duty asto 
point to the Reward, and confequently no lefs a 
Help to Salvation, than it is the Condition of it. 

This muft be allowed to be cogent Reafoning ; 
but our Author goes on more explicitly to illuftrate 
and confirm the Points he aims chiefly at, by 
the Authority of Dr. Waterland, whom he quotes 
very liberally to that Purpofe. By his very Words he 
evinces, that the Doétrines in queftion are influential on 
Practice, firft, with refpeét to Chriftian Duties ; and 
fecondly (as he adds of himfelf, but ftill in conformi- 
ty with the Opinion of that great Mafter) with re- 
ference to the higheft Motives of a Chriftian Life; 
which he proves, on the other hand, to be much 
flacken’d by the Arian Hypothefis; for, as he mani- 
feftly fhews, we cannot confiftently therewith have a 
jutt Idea either of God’s Love in giving his Son, or 
of the Son’s Condefcenfion in redeeming us, or of 
the Merit and Satisfaction of his Sufferings: Where- 
as, as he proves with equal Evidence, the fame Mo- 
tives, confidered in a Catholick View, excite in us 
the moft devout Affections, exalt our Truft and 
Confidence in God, and invigorate our Endeavours to 
glorify and ferve him. 

And as thus the Motives to a Chriftian Life, 
which arife from what we believe concerning the Son, 
are heighten’d or flacken’d according to the different 
Faith we hold ; fo he would have us remember that 
there is a third Perfon on whom the Holy — 
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tells us our Salvation depends, viz. the Holy Ghoft. 
He compares the Orthodox and Arian Schemes with 
regard to this Divine Hypoftafis, and makes it ap- 
pear, as in the Cafe of the Son, that the Belief of his 
Deity and Perfonality is likewife neceflary to our 
Chriftianity and eternal Happinels. 

In the next place, Mr. Wheatly undertakes to make 
out, That all Chriftians are concerned to inquire in- 
to thefe Points ; that they are capable of underftand- 
ing them; and that it is their indifpenfible Duty to 
make an oral and publick Confeffion of their Faith 
therein. He then fets forth the Ufe of Creeds ; 
fhews why that commonly called the Apofiles’ is ufed 
ofteneft in our Church ; the Reafon of ufing the Ni- 
cene Creed in the Communion-Service ; and of re- 
peating that ftiled the Atbanafian on fome particular 
Days. 

‘ Now becaufe the explicatory Phrafes in the two 
«¢ Jaft-mentioned Creeds (tho’ equally true with the 
«¢ plainer E.xpreffions in the poftles’) are not, as he 
«¢ fays, altogether fo clear and eafy, and therefore 
to many Chriftians may want fome Explanation, 
he thought he could not, when he enter’d on thefe 
sc Leétures, chufe a more ufeful and inftructive Part 
«s than to explain thefe Creeds, where there is any 
Difficulty in the Terms; and then to fhew the 
Confiftency of them with Senfe, and upon what 
Authorities of Scripture they are founded. For 
this being done, every humble and devout Soul, 
tho? not a Matter of Difputation, may yet be 
convinced that our Forms of Faith do none of 
them imply either any Contradiction or any Un- 
truth ; — Nothing but what he may conceive in 
his Underftanding, and confequently that nothing 
hinders, but that he may believe the fame with hts 
Heart unto Righteoufne/s, and may with his Mouth 
very fafely make Confeffion thereof unto Salva- 
** tion. 
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[ To be continued. } 
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Complete Colle&tion of the Hiftorical, Political, and Mif- 

cellaneous Works of John Milton, correétly printed from 
the original Editions: With an Hittorical and Critical Account of 
the Life and Writings of the Author; containing feveral origi- 
nal Papers of his, never before publifhed ; and a large Alpha- 
betical Index. By Tuomas Bircu, A.M. F.R.S. in 2 Vols. 
Folio. Printed for A. Millar, over againit St. Clement’s Church 
in the Strand. 

A Pr -fervative againft Popery, in feveral felect Difcourfes, upon 
the principal Heads of Controverfy, between the Proteftants and 
Papifts, Written and publifhed by the moft eminent Divines of 
the Church of England, chiefly in the Reign of King James II, 
Beautifully printed in two Volumes in Folio. 

The Progrefs of Vice: Being the Subftance of fome Sermons 

reached in Carter-Lane,on Pfalm i.1. By ‘THomas Newman. 
Printed for R. Hett at the Bible and Crown in the Poultry, and 
Daniel Farmer, at the King’s Arms in St. Paul’s Church-Yard, 
1s. 6d. 

A Critical Examination of the Holy Gofpels according to 
St. Matthew and St. Luke, with regard to the Hiftory of the 
Birth and Infancy of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Printed for 
T. Woopwarop at the Half-Moon in Fleet-ftreet, 2s. 

The Author of the Remarks on the Bifhop of Litchfield and 
Coventry’s two laft Charges to his Clergy, moft clearly conviéted 
of falfe —* and grofs Mifapplications of feveral Paflages 
in thefe Charges. Together with an Extract of other Paflages 
in the faid Remarks; being a Specimen of the deftruétive Pro- 
grefs of Licentioufnefs. Humbly offered to the Confideration of 
our Superiors. Printed for Mefi. Knaptons at the Crown in 
Ludgate-ftreet, 1 s. 

A fecond Vindication of Mr. Locke, wherein his Sentiments 
relating to perfonal Identity are cleared up from fome Mittakes 
of the Rev. Dr. Butler, in his Differtation on that Subjeét ; and 
the various Objections ra:fed againit Mr. Locke, by a learned Author 
of an Inquiry into the Nature ofthe human Soul, are confidered. 
To which are added Refleétions on fome Paflages of Dr. Watts’s 
Philofophical Effays. By Vin. Perronet, A. M. Printed 
for Fletcher Gyles, in Holborn, over againft Gray’s-Inn, and 
fold by J. Roberts in Warwick-Lane, R. Clements at Oxford, 
and W. 'Thurlbourn at Cambridge, 2s. 

Winning Chrift, and being found in him, confidered: In two 
Sermons on the Death of the Rev. Mr. Bragge. By Tuomas 
Brapsury. Printed for J. Ofwald near Stocks-Market, and 
J. Buckland in Pater-nofter-Row, 6d. 

The Affembly’s Shorter Catechifm, refcued from the late Re- 
vifer and Vindicator: Being a large Defence of that moft ex- 
cellent Compendium of Divinity. ‘To which is added, a Poft- 
{cript, dedicated to the Congregation of Proteftant Diffenters at 
Hackney ; containing a very particular Anfwer to Mr. Gibbs’s 
Letter. Printed for Jofeph Davidfon, at the Golden Lion in the 
Poultry. 
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A Letter addrefled to every honeft Man in Britain, and moft 
ferioufly {ubmitted to the Perufal of the Miniftry : Demonftrating, 
that not only the Honour, the [ntereft, but even the Prefervation 
of Great-Britain abfolutely calls for a {peedy and vigorous War 
with Spain, &c. &c. By Mr. F—— R——n. Printed for 
J. Cooper in Fleet-ftreet, 1s. 

The Life and Charaéter of Henry Frederick Prince of Wales. 
Written by Sir Cuantes Cornwatuis. With a proper Ap- 
pendix, containing feveral other curious, authentic Tefimonies, 
from f{carce and credible Writers, relating to that amiable and 
moft noble Prince. Including a particular Account of his Sick- 
nefs, Death, €&c. with fome poetical Elogies. Printed for 
J. Roberts near the Oxford-Arms in Warwick-Lane, 1 s. 

Treaty of Navigation and Commerce between the moft ferene 
and the moft potent Princefs Anne, by the Grace of God, Queen 
of Great-Britain, &c. and the moft ferene and moft potent Prince 
Philip V. King of Spain ; concluded at Utrecht the ninth Day of 
December, O. S. 1713. Printed for J. Roberts near the Oxford- 
Arms in Warwick-Lane, 1s. 

The firft Epiitle of the firft Book of Horace imitated: By 
Mr. Turner. Sold by J. Roberts in Warwick-Lane, and 
at the Pamphlet Shops in London and Weftminfter, 1 s. 

Some Thoughts concerning Happinefs. By Inen@us Krant- 
zovius. Sold by T. Cooper in seneaher Rew, and J. Stagg 
in Weftminfter hall, 6 2. 

The World Unmafk'd. A Satire. Printed for J. Mechell in 
Fleet-itreet, 1s. 

Les Avantures de Telemaque, Fils de Ulyffe: a moft beauti- 
ful Edition, in two Volumes, G&avo. With a curious Set of 
Cuts, done from the Folio printed in Holland. Printed for 
R. Dodfley at Tully’s Head, Pall-Mall. 

A Treatife on the Fiftula of the Anus: Written originally in 
Latin by Joun Astruc, Phyfician to his prefent Majefty of 
France. ‘To which are added, feveral valuable Pieces upon the 
fame Subjeét. Adorned with the Figure of a new Inftrument 
for performing the Operation on the Fittula of the Anus, when it 
is incomplete. Invented by J. Frexg, F.,R.S. Printed for 
J. Brotherton in Cornhill, 4s. 

The fourth and lait Volume of the Hiftory of the Puritans, 
from the Death of King Charles I. to the A& of Toleration in 
the Year 1689, with an Account of their Principles; their At- 
tempts for a further Reformation in the Church; their Sufferings, 
and the Lives and Charaéters of their principal Divines. By 
Daniet Neat, M.A. Printed for R. Hett in the Poultry, 65. 

A Vindication of the Author of the Divine Legation of Mofes, 
&c. from the Afperfions of the Country Clergyman’s Letter in 
theWeekly Mifcellany of Feb. 24.1737. By W. WarsBuRTon, 
- a for Fletcher Gyles cppofite Gray’s-Inn, Hol- 

rn, 6d. 


